
 
 
Website: www.harparchaeology.co.uk 
 

 www.facebook.com/HARPArchaeology   @HARPArchaeology  
 
Email Enquiries: ian.harparchaeology@googlemail.com 
 
We have two upcoming projects based in the Highlands and Islands of Scotland. Places are now 
available for our archaeological excavation on the Isle of Mull, opportunities are also available to help 
support these projects, in order to help generate future learning experiences, and to purchase some 
mementos from Scotland’s heritage, which would also make great gifts! Please feel free to contact us 
at the above email address and to pass this information on to anyone you think might be interested. 
 
We also offer membership that offers a quarterly digital magazine, and member’s discounts on all of 
our projects! 

 
Kildavie, Excavation 

 
Website: https://sites.google.com/site/harparchaeology/field-schools/kildavie-
excavation  
 

HARP will be running a Field 
School on the Isle of Mull in 
August/September 2015.  The Field 
School will be continuing on from 
the 2014 excavation and will consist 
of 2 weeks excavation at the 
abandoned settlement of Kildavie, 
possibly dating back to the Early 
Medieval period. The settlement was 
inhabited until the 18th Century 
before being abandoned, with many 
villagers leaving Scotland for North 
America and Australia. 

There are 18 places are available for 
this Field School 
 
Kildavie 
 
Previous investigations have identified at least sixteen structures at the settlement, ranging from 
domestic dwellings to possible sites of cottage industry. The excavation aims to investigate the origins 
of the site, and to determine the function/use of the buildings. Investigations in 2014 identified a 
number of post abandonment usage of two of the structures as well as finding solid dating evidence 
for inhabitation during the mid 1700’s. A series of test pits across the site have also hinted at much 
earlier occupation in the area with the retrieval of some flint artetfacts. 
 



The site has been investigated by the Mull Archaeological Interest Group for the past few years, with 
extensive survey and limited excavation.  Participants in the field school will learn about the history 
of Kildavie, along with being taught how to carry out desk-based and historical research into the site 
and its inhabitants.  This will be followed by the opportunity to excavate two of the buildings on the 
site, where it is hoped that the origins of the site will be determined.  All participants will learn how to 
excavate to a professional archaeological standard as well as how to record the remains by way of 
technical drawing, photography and surveying, and will have the opportunity to complete a course 
book and portfolio.  Alongside this participants will play a key role in public engagement and will 
learn about community archaeology, with the opportunity to work with volunteers from the Mull 
Archaeological Interest Group, and to help present our findings during a public open day. 
 
The site is located within the North West Mull Community Woodland of Langamull, only a stones 
throw away from the coast.  The idyllic setting on Mull is a great opportunity for participants to 
experience island life in the Scottish countryside, as well as having the opportunity to excavate an as 
yet little understood archaeological site. 
 
Accommodation 
 
Accommodation will be provided in local self-catering cottages and either shared room or dorm 
rooms will be on offer. We will be staying in the nearby village of Dervaig, with local facilities 
including a shop and pub.  Meals will be provided on all work days associated with the project and all 
participants will be invited to take part in the public open day on the middle weekend of the project, 
and the public lecture about our finding that will take place at the end of the excavation. 
 
Costs 
 
The Field School will be running from Sunday 30th August to Saturday 12th September.  The costs for 
attending the Field School are £450 (GBP).  Costs include all course fees, transport to and from site 
each day, accommodation and food on work days.  Transport to and from Mull is not included. A non-
refundable 50% deposit will be required on your acceptance to secure your place.  Places are limited 
and will be given on a first come first served basis upon receipt of your deposit.  Prospective 
participants will need to complete an application form available below. 
 
For more information and to book a place please contact us or visit our website. 
 
*************************************************************************** 
 

Help Support the ‘Jacobites, Clearance and Scots’ 
 
Website: http://www.harparchaeology.co.uk/support-us/support-aecs  
 
This June we are running a new project in the Scottish Highlands, surveying the remains of the 18th 
Century. We will be visiting sites associated with the Jacobite Uprisings, right through to the start of 
the Highland Clearances. This is the first season of a project that aims to survey large swathes of the 
Highlands and produce a book on our findings. We have launched a crowdfunding campaign in order 
to help fund the project, and to help create future learning opportunities. All Supporters will help to 
enable these benefits, at the same time as receiving a ‘reward’ related to the project. Full details on 
our outreach initiatives and the rewards on offer are listed below:  
 
By supporting this project you will be helping to record a series of regionally important historic and 
archaeological sites in Scotland, adding a wealth of information to the archaeological record. You will 
be helping us to make the information on the sites recorded on this project publicly available once the 
project is complete, and you will also be helping us to train the next generation of heritage specialists. 
 



Alongside this your support will also provide a series of events and social benefits for the local 
community. Your support will help us to reach our funding goals and trigger the next series of social 
and community benefits that we will deliver. 
 
We will deliver a series of community orientated and educational events, and a sliding funding scale 
will be in operation, whereby hitting funding goals will trigger the next element of the project. All 
supporters will be contributing towards these goals and will help to trigger each individual event. The 
events that your support will help to run are outlined below. 
 

Funding Goal 
£750 

We will deliver two talks during Scottish Archaeology and Heritage Festival 
detailing the findings of our project in Perthshire. One talk will be delivered in 
Edinburgh; the other will be local to the project in Perthshire.  

Funding Goal 
£2000 

We will produce and host an online exhibition explaining the project and detailing 
the findings from the survey season in Perthshire. 

Funding Goal 
£4000 

We will produce a physical exhibition on the findings form the project to be hosted 
in a local museum/exhibition centre. 

Funding Goal 
£6000 

We will produce a touring exhibition and learning resource to take around schools in 
Perthshire, where children will have an interactive learning experience of the 18th 
Century. 

You can become a Supporter of this project by selecting one of the rewards below. The rewards can 
be selected on our website using the PayPal buttons next to the reward. 
 
All Supporters will be acknowledged on the project web page, on HARP's social media pages, and in 
the reporting at the end of the project.  Please feel free to contact us with any questions. 
 

The 
Supporters 
Package 

The Supporter Every Supporter will have their name acknowledged in the project 
report, on HARP's social media pages, and on this website. 

 The Supporter 
Plus 

Every Supporter will have their name acknowledged in the project 
report, on HARP's social media pages, on this website, and will 
receive a video message from the survey team thanking them for 
their support.  

Photo 
Packages  

 

 A presentation box with a selection of four, 7x5” prints. The prints 
will be of 18th Century sites on the routes travelled in Perthshire 
along with a short biography of each building. The prints and 
biographies will be of: Taymouth Castle; Wade’s Bridge; Drovers 
Inn; Ruthven Barracks  

Map 
Packages 

 

 A 10x20” prints of Taylor and Skinner’s Road Maps: Stirling to Fort 
Augustus, Dunkeld to Killin or Dalnacardoch to Aviemore. The 
high-resolution prints of Taylor and Skinners maps from 1776 show 
detail of the routes travelled along General Wade’s military road, 
and the Drove roads of the 1700’s, and highlight the location of a 
number of the sites that will be studied on this project. 

Photo & 
Map 

The 18th 
Century 

A selection of three 7x5” prints of 18th Century sites on the routes 
travelled in Perthshire along with a biography of each building. The 



Packages  

 

Package  

 

prints will be of a Drovers Inn, Taymouth Castle, and Ruthven 
Barracks. Alongside this will be a 10x20” print of Taylor and 
Skinner’s ‘The Road from Dunkeld to Kenmore and Killin’.  

 The Wade 
Package  

 

A selection of three 7x5” prints of 18th Century sites on the routes 
travelled in Perthshire associated with General Wade, along with a 
biography of each building. The prints will be Wade’s Bridge, the 
Weem Hotel and General Wade’s Hut in Aberfeldy. Alongside this 
will be a 10x20” print of Taylor and Skinner’s ‘The Road from 
Stirling by Crieff to Fort Augustus and Bernero’  

 The Jacobite 
Package  

 

A selection of three 7x5” prints of sites on the routes travelled in 
Perthshire associated with the Jacobite Uprisings, along with a 
biography of each building. The prints will be of Blair Castle, 
Taymouth Castle, and Ruthven Barracks. Alongside this will be a 
10x20” print of Taylor and Skinner’s ‘The Road from Dalnacardoch 
to Aviemore’  

‘Have a Go’ 
Packages  

 

Archaeologist 
for a Day 

 

Join us in June on the project for a day and learn surveying and 
recording techniques. Delve into the 18th Century and the history of 
the sites, learning new skills at the same time. Training will be 
provided by a professional archaeologist. Lunch will be provided, 
pick up and drop off in Blair Atholl (Supporters will be contacted to 
arrange a suitable date during the field school running in June 2015). 

Learning 
Packages  

 

The Report  

 

Find out the results of the first stage of our Grand Tour project by 
receiving a bound copy of the project report. The report will be 
produced by the end of 2015.  

 The Book 

 

Our ‘Jacobites, Clearance and Scots’ project will be used to produce 
a book on the study. This will not happen until the very end of the 
whole project, but each field season will be used to produce a 
chapter of the book. By purchasing this package you will receive an 
offprint including, colour plates, of the Perthshire chapter of our 
book, years before the final publication. The Perthshire chapter will 
be produced in the beginning of 2016. 

 
*************************************************************************** 
 

Help Support the Kildavie Excavation 
 
Website: http://www.harparchaeology.co.uk/support-us/kildavie-donations-page   
 
The second season of our excavations at Kildavie will be happening this September. We have 
launched a crowdfunding campaign in order to help fund the project, and to help create future learning 
opportunities. All Supporters will help to enable these benefits, at the same time as receiving a 
‘reward’ related to the project. Full details on our outreach initiatives and the rewards on offer are 
listed below:  
 
By supporting this project you will be helping to excavate and record an abandoned settlement which 
is thus far little understood, which will in turn add a wealth of information to the archaeological 
record of Mull. You will be helping us to make the information recorded on this project publicly 
available once the project is complete. You will help us to provide an engaging training opportunity to 



members of the public, and you will also be helping us to train the next generation of heritage 
specialists and archaeologists. 
 
Alongside this your support will also provide a series of events and social benefits for the local 
community. During the field school in September 2015 we will be providing a series of free events to 
coincide with Scottish Archaeology and Heritage Festival, including a site open day. Following the 
completion of our project this summer, your support will help us to reach our funding goals and 
trigger the next series of social and community benefits that we will deliver. 
 
Alongside this your support will also provide a series of events and social benefits for the local 
community. Your support will help us to reach our funding goals and trigger the next series of social 
and community benefits that we will deliver. 
 
We will deliver a series of community orientated and educational events, and a sliding funding scale 
will be in operation, whereby hitting funding goals will trigger the next element of the project. All 
supporters will be contributing towards these goals and will help to trigger each individual event. The 
events that your support will help to run are outlined below: 
 

Funding Goal 
£750 

We will deliver two talks during Scottish Archaeology and Heritage Festival 
detailing the findings of our project at Kildavie. One talk will be delivered in 
Edinburgh; the other will be local to the project on Mull.  

Funding Goal 
£2000 

We will produce and host an online exhibition explaining the project and detailing 
the findings from the excavation seasons. We will also train up the local volunteers 
in how to maintain and update the website. 

Funding Goal 
£4000 

We will produce a physical exhibition on the findings form the project to be hosted 
in a local museum/exhibition centre. 

Funding Goal 
£6000 

We will produce a touring exhibition and learning resource to take around schools 
on Mull, where children will have an interactive, archaeological learning 
experience of the 18th Century. 

You can become a Supporter of this project by selecting one of the rewards below. The rewards can 
be selected on our website using the PayPal buttons next to the reward. 
 
All Supporters will be acknowledged on the project web page, on HARP's social media pages, and in 
the reporting at the end of the project.  Please feel free to contact us with any questions. 
 

The 
Supporters 
Package 

The Supporter Every Supporter will have their name acknowledged in the project 
report, on HARP's social media pages, and on this website. 

 The Supporter 
Plus 

Every Supporter will have their name acknowledged in the project 
report, on HARP's social media pages, on this website, and will 
receive a video message from the survey team thanking them for 
their support.  

T-Shirt 
Package  

 You will receive a project T-shirt with a picture of the site plan on 
the chest. Various sizes are available. 

Photo 
Packages  

 (1) A presentation box with a selection of two, 7x5” prints. The 
prints will be of the excavation team and one of the excavated 



 buildings at Kildavie, along with a short biography of the building. 

  (2) A presentation box with a selection of four, 7x5” prints. The 
prints will be of the Kildavie site, the excavation team, and two of 
the excavated buildings at Kildavie, along with a short biography 
of each building. 

Photo & 
Site Plan 
Packages  

 

 A presentation box with a selection of three 7x5” prints. The prints 
will be of the Kildavie site, the excavation team, and one of the 
excavated buildings at Kildavie, along with a short biography of 
the site. You will also receive a photo print of the annotated site 
plan, identifying all of the buildings, and the surrounding 
landscape.  

‘Have a Go’ 
Packages  

 

Archaeologist 
for a Day 

 

Join us in September on the project for a day and learn how to 
excavate and record an archaeological site! Your day will start 
with a guided tour of the site, followed by dedicated training to 
show you how to excavate and record an archaeological site. Delve 
into the 18th Century and the history of Kildavie, learning new 
skills at the same time. Training will be provided by a professional 
archaeologist. Lunch will be provided, (Supporters will be 
contacted to arrange a suitable date during the field school running 
in September 2015). 

Learning 
Packages  

The Report  Find out the results of the first two seasons of our Kildavie 
excavation by receiving a bound copy of the project report. The 
report will be produced by the end of 2015.  

 


