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Writing this in the final days of 2011, gives me
the opportunity to reflect on some of the Society’s
activities in recent months.
We continued our 175th Anniversary Year celebrations with the Ceilidh in mid-October. Over 80
members and guests were present for a really fun
evening of music, recitation and a wee bit of dancing. Our old friends Phil and Debbie Howes were
wonderful MCs, and they paced the evening with
their lovely traditional fiddle music (sometimes on
not-so-traditional instruments!). The entertainment
from the supporting cast, drawn from our own
ranks, demonstrated how much hidden talent there
is in our members. Well done, everybody! Let’s not
wait too long before we have another ceilidh.
Our focus then switched to the Charity Ball in late
November. This was the first year in which I had
the opportunity to serve on the Ball Committee
and I saw at first-hand how many volunteer hours
go into presenting an event like this. We owe a big
thank you to Katey Witt and her committee for
once again making the Ball such a success. Staging
an event like this is a challenge; we have to strike a
balance between several competing interests and, in
addition, the constituency that has supported the
Ball over the years is changing. We have a tradition
to maintain, so we have to make the Ball accessible
and affordable to younger participants; it is a charity
fund raiser, but we don’t want to make it a “corporate” event; costs are always on the rise. So we
have to be open to fresh approaches to ensure we
maintain the profile of the Charity Ball as one of
the finest gala events in the Toronto social calendar.
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Although the numbers were down from last year (as
expected, given the increase in ticket price), feedback from guests at this year’s Ball was overwhelmingly positive. Our guest of honour, Brian Stewart, gave a wonderful address, with just the right
combination of personal reflection on the important
role of societies like ours in the fabric of society,
and fascinating comments and anecdotes based on
his long career as a foreign correspondent for CBC
Television. He had clearly done his homework! It
was great to see a goodly number of young people
out this year and to see everyone so obviously enjoying themselves at the practices and at the Ball itself.
We were generously sponsored by Lindt Canada
and, based on preliminary accounting, the financial
success of the Ball means we will have substantially
more than last year for grants to the agencies that
look to us for support.

From The
President

Talking of which, I visited the Furniture Bank
and the 416 Drop-in Centre recently. It’s always
encouraging, enlightening and even humbling to
see what is being done on the front line by agencies
such as these. Faced with cutbacks in government
funding, they know how to stretch a dollar, and
enlist and focus the energies of their volunteers.
No big salaries or benefits package at these places.
There was a real celebratory atmosphere at 416,
where they were holding an open house to mark the
opening of their expanded and re-equipped kitchen
facilities. Our support is so appreciated.
As you read this, 2012 will be well underway so, perhaps a little late, may I take this opportunity to wish
you and your families a healthy and happy year.
A “Guid New Year” to you all!

From The Editor

The Newsletter is published in two editions – one on paper
(which is mailed), the other as a PDF, (which is emailed). The
cost of printing in colour is prohibitive for a small run like ours,
so the print version is black and white only . The email version

Graham

is in colour, has active links, and saves the Society both printing
and postage. If you would be willing to have your name added
to those who have already opted in, please send an email message to mchaffieian@mac.com

Keeping in
Touch

The Newsletter is the primary means by which the
Society keeps in touch with its members. From
time to time we also send out email messages to
those members who have indicated that they have
an email account that they are willing to use for this

purpose. Please let us know if you would like to be
added to the email list.
Meetings of members usually take place in February
(the Annual General Meeting), in late May or June
(the Spring Dinner) and in October.

Our website is: www.standrews-society.ca.

Burns-tide
2012

Flowers of
the Forest:
John
Hamilton

There are two “Appointments with The Bard” to mark his 253rd birthday.
The “Celebration at the Statue” on The Day:
Wednesday, January 25, 2012 at 11:00 am
Meet at the statue in Allan Gardens, rain, snow,
frost or shine.
Enjoy the Pipes, a taste of Haggis, brief recognition
of The Bard – and then adjourn to a warmer place
for lunch.

O

n December 11, after a long battle with serious illnesses, John Hamilton passed away
peacefully in Toronto.

Always proud of his Scottish
heritage, John was a member of
the Society for nearly 60 years.
He served as Standard Bearer,
and then as Member and Chair
of the then Committee of Arrangements. John was President
of the Society from 1979 to 1981
and a member of the Executive
Committee for a number of years
before and after that time.
Two major changes took place
during his presidency. From its
founding in 1836 until 1980,
the Society was open only to
men. That changed in 1980, with the admission of
women to membership. During the last 20 years,
we have profited from the leadership of women
throughout the Society. John and his wife Sylvia
are one of only two husband-and-wife couples who
have each served as President.

2012 Dates
for the
Calendar

Burns Dinner at The University Club
Friday, January 27, 2012 at 6:30 pm for 7:15 pm
Price $125 including all taxes, gratuities and a
donation to The Foundation.
If you have not yet applied, please do so at once.
Either download and send in the form, or call
Sarah Ferguson at the Club at 416-597-1336.
In the 1880s the Society purchased a plot in Mount
Pleasant Cemetery; a cairn, which can be seen
today, marks the site. Between the
1880s and the 1940s, the plot was
used for its original purpose, as a
small piece of Scotland where Scots
who died penniless, far from their
native land, could be buried. By
the 1980s, it had become clear that
the original purpose of the plot was
no longer relevant, and John, in
his dual role as Counsel to Mount
Pleasant Cemetery and Society
President, played a crucial role in
changing the way in which the plot
was used.
John was a true renaissance man:
in addition to his professional passion for the law, he enjoyed music,
wit, the Church, Society functions and, above all,
his family.
He leaves his wife, Sylvia, three children, Paul,
Karen and Sarah, nine grandchildren and one
great-grandchild.

The following are the dates of Society events in 2012:
Burns’ Celebration at the Statue .... Wednesday, January 25, 2012
Burns Dinner................................. Friday, January 27, 2012		
Annual General Meeting............... Thursday, February 16, 2012
Spring Dinner ............................... Friday, May 25, 2012 (details in the next
Newsletter and on the website)
Fall Meeting of Members.............. Thursday, October 18, 2012
Society Church Parade................... Sunday, November 18, 2012
St. Andrew’s Charity Ball............... Saturday, November 24, 2012
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A DOUGLAS GIBSON BOOK
dent. But dearest to his heart, however, was having
his own imprint (the first in Canada) “Douglas
Gibson Books.” Since retiring from M&S, Doug
continued to publish books with his own imprint,
and has become an author himself. As a publisher,
he helped many great Canadians get their stories published and, in the process, gathered a vast
amount of story material.

Stories About Storytellers is introduced by Alice
Munro, who writes “Here is my prize read for those
interested in writers, books, Canada, life, and all
that kind of thing.”
The book cover quotes Mavis Gallant: “I’ll Kill
Him!” Read some of the stories on the Internet to
discover how this came about!

It is not every day, or even every year, that one of
our number has a book published. But PastPresident Douglas Gibson, himself an editor and
publisher, has produced what Quill & Quire called
“The ultimate CanLit cocktail party book.”
In his many years with McClelland and Stewart,
Doug played many roles, including that of Presi-

The list of people about whom Doug tells stories
includes Stephen Leacock, W.O. Mitchell, Hugh
MacLennan, Peter C. Newman, Robertson Davies,
Mavis Gallant, Brian Mulroney, Morley Callaghan,
Barry Broadfoot, Pierre Trudeau, Charles Ritchie,
Peter Gzowski and Alice Munro.
Not only is Doug a highly successful author, he is
also, as Society members well know, a raconteur
of great skill. The book launch circuit grew from
comments and autographs to a full-scale theatrical
storytelling presentation that Doug has delivered in
person more that 20 times.
Plans are underway for the Society to have Doug
as the centrepiece of an evening’s program at an
upcoming meeting. Information about the time of
the Society meeting will appear on the website and
the Newsletter.
There is a great deal about Doug on the Internet.
Try any or all of the following sites:
www.ecwpress.com
www.mcclelland.com/douglas_gibson
www.douglasgibsonbooks.com

The reviews have been nothing short of raves and
include such comments as “…engagingly witty and
informative…”; “…enriches the Canadian shelf…”;
“…Scottish immigrant with a greater appreciation
of regional Canada than 99% of those of us born
here…”; “Charming exuberence…”
One of the ironies of the publishing world is that
this, one of Doug’s greatest book achievements is
not technically “A Douglas Gibson Book.” There is
indeed a story there!
The list price is $32.95, but a number of bookstores
are discounting that price. However, if you want an
e-book instead, it can be downloaded for $14.95.
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Stories About
Storytellers

by
Douglas
Gibson

Readers’
comments

175th
Anniversary
Ceilidh
Report

Several readers made favourable comments about
the new, colour emailed version of the Newsletter.
To receive the electronic version, email the Editor.

Scotland’s Saltire stands for anything, it symbolises
a man who, among other things, gave all for peace
and feminism.’

Follow-up to Move over St. Andrew: Marshall
Elliott asks, “Can someone, perhaps another reader
of the Newsletter, clarify the comment ‘As such, if

Is this an attempt at revisionism of both Christian
Celtic history and more so Scottish history?”

A wonderful evening was had by all who attended
the Ceilidh at Glenview last October. Music, both
toe-tapping and soulful, was provided by the brilliant Phil and Debbie Howes, who also acted as
MCs.
Delightful performances by Society members, Bunty Carruthers, Rory Sinclair, Ian and Paddy Ann
McHaffie, Malcolm Sinclair, Douglas Worling,
Anne Moir and our President, Graham Desson.
A couple of dances and delicious food and drink
were also part of the evening.
This was also the first opportunity for Society
members and friends to purchase our brand-new
commemorative glasses, which celebrate the joint
anniversaries of the St. Andrew’s Society (175
years) and the 48th Highlanders (120 years).

“St. Andrew’s
Society
Kilties”

Main, Mary and Bill Walker, Susan and Alister
Mason, Peter Fleming, Peter McCutcheon, and
Fiona Desson.
Thanks to Sheila Macdonald and her decorating
and set-up crew of Pat Main and Frank and Anne
Moir. Thanks also to Glenview Church members
Brian, Rob and the Rev. Derek for help with setup, filling in for the caretaker, Rico, who came in
from his sickbed to make sure that everything went
smoothly.
Thanks to Douglas Worling for being in charge of
advance ticket sales and sales at the door, and to his
helper Jean Lindsay.
Thanks to Peter McCutcheon for taking charge
of everything bar-related, and to his crew Kristina
McCutcheon and Kathryn Powell.

The committee wishes to thank the people whose
background work was so necessary to the success of
an event like this. A great group of people!

Thanks to Peter Fleming who, having offered to
help in any way he could, did. This included selling
24 of the commemorative glasses.

Thanks to Ruth McDonald and her kitchen crew:
Barbara Stoddart, Bill McDonald, Pat and Jim

Thanks to Jean Normand who was able to deliver
the glasses to the event.

A sword collector has been in touch with the Society to see if anyone can shed light on the ceremonial
sword that he recently purchased. He writes:

The hilt style is similar to that of a French or U.S.
Officer’s sword dating in the 1850 to 1900 period.
The diamond shaped blade is only 22 ¼" as opposed
to a Military Officer’s sword at about 32". From a
sword collector’s perspective, this sword might date
in the 1875 to 1910 period.

“The short sword offered at a Toronto military
antiques show caught my eye immediately. One side
of the blade is etched “ St. Andrew’s Society Kilties”
and the other side “London, Ontario.” As a member of Old St. Andrew’s in Colborne, it just had
to be bought. The name on the blade at the hilt is
something like “Morgan, Puhl, & Morris, Detroit,
Mich”, which would probably be the vendor, as opposed to the sword maker. No references available to
me list this firm as a sword maker.
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There was a St. Andrew’s Society formed in London, Ontario, in 1875, but it is apparently no longer
in existence. Any information on this organization,
or on the use of the sword would be appreciated.”
If any reader can shed light on this sword, please
get in touch with johammay@sympatico.ca.

Space pressures on this edition of the Newsletter
mean that we cannot give as much space to books
as we would like. Here are a few that we have heard
about recently.
Ena’s War by Gina Cowan tells what it was like
to be a child in wartime Glasgow. Street games,
evacuation, diphtheria, nit-picking (the literal sort),
and bullying all played their part. Yet Ena’s was a
happy childhood.

Family history – from Abercrombie to Yule – is
available from Unicorn Limited. They also carry
a great variety of other books. Easy mail order
through their website (www.unicornlimited.com),
or by regular mail or telephone: Unicorn Limited,
Inc., P. O. Box 125, Loachapoka, AL, 36865, USA

Books for
Scots

Telephone: 334-501-0202

A reminder that in November we had a Ball

Our Guest of Honour was Brian Stewart, an international correspondent for CBC-TV. He is flanked by his
wife, Tina, and the President.

We enjoyed, as always, the support of the 48th Highlanders of Canada, both for the ceremonial and for the
ceilidh dance music.

We welcome the following new members since the last Newsletter.
Regular Members:
D. Scott MacGregor
Linda Reid

Life Member:
Valerie McElroy

T

he Society’s 175th Anniversary Glasses
were unveiled at the Ceilidh. The glasses
are etched with the Society’s crest on one
side and the 48th Highlanders’ crest on the other.
In 2011 the 48th celebrated their 120th anniversary of its founding in 1891.
The glasses cost $20 each or $40 for a boxed set of
two. Only 60 are left. Inquiries and orders can be
addressed to Jean Normand, by email
jbnormand@sympatico.ca or by telephone to 416250-7095.
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The Joint Chair of the
Ball Committee, Katey
Witt, was able to enjoy the
evening,

Membership
Committee
Anniversary
Glasses

Of Roots
and Wings

by Dr. Malcolm Sinclair
Chair, Grants
Committee

I

t is a privilege to serve on the Grants Committee of the Society. To me it represents the
heart of the thing since day one. The Scottish
community in Toronto, finding success after the
hard work of arrival, realized how important it was
to help others, freshly landed. Its concern extended
even to the end of life, with cemetery plots available
for those unable to afford rest elsewhere.
These days, the Scottish community forms the very
bones of Canada, and the Society is still well aware
of the needs of newcomers. Each year we receive
grant applications from over fifty community support groups requesting our help. The filters through
which those requests pass are “work with women,”
“children” and “people in transition.”

Grants, 2011

In 2011, we supported the following agencies:
Furniture Bank – $6000
The mission of Furniture Bank is to transfer gently
used furniture and household goods donated to us
by individuals or corporations to people who have
recently made the transition out of homelessness.
AboutFace – $5000
The mission of AboutFace is to facilitate emotional,
peer and social support, resources, educational
programs and public awareness for and on behalf of
individuals with facial differences and their families.
Camp Winston – $5000
Camp Winston provides inspiring recreational
opportunities for kids with complex neurological
disorders who need highly specialized support.
Community Matters of Toronto – $5000
Community Matters of Toronto recognizes the
importance and difficulty of adapting to life in this
country. It assists a steady stream of families dealing
with issues of housing, finances, social issues, employment, citizenship, language and parenting.
Elizabeth Fry Society of Toronto – $5000
The Elizabeth Fry Society is the only social service
agency in Toronto with a specific mandate to provide
programs and services for and about women in conflict with the law. It offers individual and group counselling, crisis intervention, release planning, referrals,
transitional housing and community education.
Scarborough Women’s Centre – $5000
The Scarborough Women’s Centre provides information, education and support services to assist
women in the transition away from abuse, isolation and poverty towards economic and emotional
independence.

A small group of committee members vets the applications for suitability, and when those selected
are put into a priority list, the members visit the
agencies involved, to meet the staffs and see the
programs in operation. Once we are satisfied that
the needs fit the grants, we submit the list to the
Board of Directors of the Society for approval.
The proceeds from the St. Andrew’s Ball, along
with the membership dues to the Society, give us
the annual means to make our donations. Each year
we are impressed by the quality of the lives, and
leaders, seeking to change the fortunes of so many
people in need. It is an honour for the St. Andrew’s
Society to be able to help in this essential work.
Our primal roots are still being expressed in our
contemporary wings.
Street Health $5000
Street Health is a non-profit community-based
agency providing physical and mental health programs to homeless and under-housed individuals in
the southeast core of Toronto. Its work is focused on
the neighbourhood around Dundas and Sherbourne
Streets, which has the largest concentration of homeless shelters and drop-in centres in Canada. The area
is also distinguished by a large number of rooming
houses and other forms of low-income housing.
Jean Tweed Centre - $3000
The Jean Tweed Centre is committed to assisting
women who face issues related to substance use and
problem gambling. It provides a range of programs
and services to help women as they begin to make
positive lifestyle changes; it offers support to their
families with a focus on their young children in an
on-site licensed child development centre, as well as
specialized children’s and parenting programs.
Management Advisory Services – $3000
MAS is an unparalleled source of no-fee consulting help for non-profit organizations in the Greater
Toronto Area. It has worked with over 1000
non-profits since its start in 1993. The mission of
MAS is to build capacity in the non-profit sector by
providing management consulting services through
experienced volunteer consultants. MAS fulfils this
mission by offering quality management consulting
services across a range of program areas with no fee.
PASAN – $3000
PASAN is a community-based network of prisoners, ex-prisoners, organizations, activists and
individuals working together to provide advocacy,
education, and support to prisoners on HIV/AIDS,
HCV and related issues.

For further information about these agencies, please go to the Charities section of the Society
website, where there are links to each agency website. www.standrews-society.ca/charities.cfm
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T

hose who wonder what to do while sitting
in front of their computer screens may wish
to try some of the following URLs.

www.rampantscotland.com
Rampant Scotland has an immense amount of
material – over 4000 articles – about Scotland and
things Scottish.
If you have an interest in Scottish books, you could
do a lot worse than to go to:
www.scottishreviewofbooks.org
The organization is also active on Facebook and
Twitter. The opportunity is also extended on the
website to subscribe to the print version.
A note on page 8 introduces “Scotland Exchange.”
Feel free to make direct contact, of course. The

K

eeping the Scottish Studies Foundation and
the Scottish Studies Program at The University of Guelph separate is, for members
of the St. Andrew’s Society of Toronto, a bit like
keeping the Foundation and the Society separate.
The Scottish Studies Foundation is a charitable
organization that raises awareness of Scottish
heritage, and promotes research, publication and
the purchase of resources for the Scottish Studies
Program at U of G. Donations are tax-deductible.
A major achievement of the Foundation was to
fund, in perpetuity, a Chair of Scottish Studies at
The University of Guelph.
The Scottish Studies Program is a division of the
History Department at the University of Guelph.
It presents graduate courses in Scottish History and
other areas. There is also a Certificate in Scottish
Studies, presented via distance learning. Details
about this program are available online (see below).
There are two Burns Suppers presented in this
year’s Burns Season.
Scottish Studies Foundation Burns Supper will
be held at the Granite Club, Toronto, Saturday,
January 21, 2012. Tickets and details at www.scottishstudies.com.

Society will not become a member, but if any
member thinks this is a mistake, please get bacl to
the editor.

For Internet
Browsing

Society members who enjoy cooking may occasionally put on their aprons and either take to the many
Scottish cookbooks or even to the Internet. Our
own website has a permanent link (in the Snippets
section) to a website which has many Scottish recipes (part of a rampant Scotland, mentioned earlier).
Another site that is worth a cook’s look is:
http://britishfood.about.com/od/introtobritishfood/
a/scottishfood.htm
For computer addicts who also cook, cookbooks
are largely irrelevant because so much can be found
on the Internet. However, that does not seem to
discourage those who write, publish, and of course
buy cookbooks. Happy surfing!
Room 2020). For more information regarding the
monthly Scottish Studies Roundtable Series, please
contact us: scottish@uoguelph.ca or visit our website www.uoguelph.ca/history/scottishstudies.
Canada’s annual Scot of the Year extravaganza will
take place at a Toronto location during Scotland
Week, close to the 6 April Tartan Day festivities.
See www.scottishstudies.com for confirmation of
date and venue.
The Scottish Studies Spring Colloquium will be
held at Knox College, University of Toronto on
April 7, 2012 from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm. Speakers
include Dr. Amy Blakeway, the Fulbright-Robertson Visiting Professor of British History at Westminster College; Dr. Valerie Wallace, the inaugural
Fulbright Scottish Studies Scholar and Visiting
Fellow at the Center for History and Economics,
Harvard University; Dr. Steven Reid, a Fulbright
Scottish Studies Scholar at Yale University; Ms.
Sarah McCaslin from the University of Edinburgh;
and Dr. Mairi Cowan, lecturer at University of
Toronto, Mississauga. Please visit www.uoguelph.
ca/history/scottishstudies for more information.
Registration can be completed by emailing scottish@uoguelph.ca.

The Centre for Scottish Studies Burns Supper (i.e.
the university program), will be held at St. James
the Apostle Church, Guelph, Wednesdayn January
25, 2012 (6:30 pm). For more information please
email the Centre at scottish@uoguelph.ca.
The Centre for Scottish Studies Burns Day
Seminar: Dr. Rebecca Lenihan, “Scottish migration to New Zealand,” will be held on Wednesday,
25 January, 2012 (2:30 pm, Mackinnon Building,
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News from
Guelph

News in Brief

The Bill Millin Memorial Fund

The Society has been approached to assist in the
effort to raise money for the Bill Millin Memorial
Fund. Canadian-born Bill Millin, often known as
“Piper Bill,” was the personal piper to Simon Fraser, the 15th Lord Lovat. Pipes had of course been
used by the Scots and Irish in battle for many years,
but by World War II the pipes were, by regulation,
confined to the rear echelon.
In response to this decree, Lord Lovat is reputed to
have said to Piper Bill: “Ah, but that’s the English
War Office. You and I are both Scottish, and that
doesn’t apply.” Piper Bill played “Hielan’ Laddie”
and “The Road to the Isles” on Sword Beach. He
was the only soldier wearing the kilt on D-Day.
Piper Bill was born in Regina in 1922 and died in
Torquay, England in 2010. For more information
about Bill Millin try the following:
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bill_Millin
or www.youtube.com/watch?v=B4WZwz2C72M
or www.ddaypiperbillmillin.com.
Those wishing to donate are invited to do so
through the third website mentioned above.

Scotland Exchange

Those who feel that they have not got enough social
contacts through Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn and
similar networking opportunities may wish to look

Scottish Country Dancing

The Toronto Association of the RSCDS has an
active season planned between January and June.
The activities include monthly dances, classes
(January is a good time to start), an Annual General
Meeting (complete with dancing), workshops, a
Youth Ball, the West End Ball and the Annual
Tartan Ball.

at Scotland Exchange which, in its words, links
“Scotland’s diaspora communities worldwide.” The
website is at: scotlandexchange.org.
Also on Tuesdays in June there is the ever popular Dancing in the Park from 7:30 pm to dusk, at
Edwards Gardens.
All these activities are described in greater detail
on the RSCDS (Toronto Association) website. For
more details, please go to www.rscdstoronto.org

Winston Churchill on Scotch Whiskey.
Winston Churchill was once asked about his position on Scotch Whiskey.
This was his reply: “If you mean whiskey, the devil’s
brew, the poison scourge, the bloody monster that
defiles innocence, dethrones reason, destroys the
home, creates misery and poverty, yes, literally takes
the bread from the mouths of little children; if you
mean that evil drink that topples men and women
from the pinnacles of righteous and gracious living into the bottomless pit of degradation, shame,
despair, helplessness, and hopelessness, then, my
friend, I am opposed to it with every fibre of my
being.”
“However, if by whiskey you mean the oil of
conversation, the philosophic wine, the elixir of
life, the ale that is consumed when good fellows
get together, that puts a song in their hearts and
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the warm glow of contentment in their eyes; if you
mean good cheer, the stimulating sip that puts a
little spring in the step of an elderly gentleman
on a frosty morning; if you mean that drink that
enables man to magnify his joy, and to forget life’s
great tragedies and heartbreaks and sorrow; if you
mean that drink the sale of which pours into our
treasuries untold millions of dollars each year, that
provides tender care for our little crippled children,
our blind, our deaf, our dumb, our pitifully aged
and infirm, to build the finest highways, hospitals,
universities, and community colleges in this nation,
then my friend, I am absolutely, unequivocally in
favor of it. This is my position, and as always, I
refuse to compromise on matters of principle.”

