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Technology marches on, and so members 
with email will find that they get this issue 
of the Newsletter in two forms.

The first will be a print document distributed by 
mail in what has been the normal way; the other as 
a PDF document sent by email. 

The two have identical content, but there are 
two significant differences: the PDF version has 
coloured photos, which are not possible without 
a vast expenditure for the print version; and the 
hyperlinks are active: click on them and go there! If 
you are willing to receive the Newsletter by email, 
instead of in print, please respond to the invitation 

in that mailing. A reduction in print copies will save 
the Society some money!

Whatever skills the editor may have in layout, do 
not run to proofreading! For several years, this 
thankless task has been handled by past-Honorary 
Secretary, Valerie Jacobs, with assistance from Pat 
Main. Many thanks for your help over the years, 
Valerie.

Valerie has been succeeded by SusanPaterson, 
daughter of Chris Paterson, a past-Honorary 
Treasurer. Susan is also former colleague of both 
Valerie and Past-President Doug Gibson. Welcome 
aboard, Susan, and thank you for the help.

Last weekend at the cottage, although still 
mid-August, there was a hint of coolness in 
the morning air, which, with the shortening 

days, reminded me that summer is on the wane. 
But what a lovely summer it has been! I hope that 
you all had the opportunity to enjoy it to the full.

The season was ushered in in fine style with our 
late May special 175th Anniversary Dinner at 
McLean House. Over ninety members and guests 
enjoyed a delightful evening of fine dining, musi-
cal entertainment before and after the meal by 
John McDermott, and a memorable address by our 
guest speaker Peter Oliver. Peter’s address, which 
touched on the changes (not all for the better) that 
he has+ observed in Canadian society in his forty or 
so years in this country, but which concluded on an 

optimistic note based on the ambition and values he 
observed in our immigrant communities, was very 
appropriate, given the nature of our celebration.

Looking ahead, we continue our 175th celebrations 
with the Ceilidh in mid-October, which prom-
ises to be another great event. “Ceilidh” (at last I 
can spell it correctly!), to me, implies spontane-
ity – a bit of a “happening”! And this is what our 
hard-working Committee is aiming for. Phil and 
Debbie Howes, whom many of you will already be 
familiar with, will set the tone with their outstand-
ing fiddle and country dance music, but the rest of 
the program will be provided by our own talented 
members. So mark the date in your calendars, bring 
some friends and join us on October 14th for what 
is sure to be a fun-filled evening.

Society Events
The 175th Anniversary Ceilidh:  October 14

The Church Parade: November 20

The St. Andrew’s Charity Ball November 26

Annual General Meeting February 16, 2012

Other Scottish Events
Beach Celtic Festival September 10 & 11
www.thecelticfestival.com

Guelph Scottish Studies Fall 
Colloquium September 17
www.uoguelph.ca/history/scottishstudies
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In urging St Andrew to move over and let in a 
bit more girl power, Lesley Riddoch overlooks 
evidence that suggests Andrew was a pioneering 

feminist. Early Christian apocryphal writings tell 
us Andrew died on an X-shaped cross because he 
urged Roman soldiers to relinquish violence, and 
stuck up for women’s rights.

According to the various acts of Andrew, the Roman 
proconsul, Aegeates, was in the habit of coming 
home drunk each night and imposing his rooster-
like advances upon his Christian wife, Maximilla. 
Andrew persuaded her to go on a sex strike, and the 
rest is history. As such, if Scotland’s Saltire stands 
for anything, it symbolises a man who, among other 
things, gave his all for peace and feminism.

But it is Ms Riddoch’s important suggestion about 
Bhrighde, or Saint Bride, that needs taking further. 

The Scottish Government has announced a winter 
festival with celebrations from St Andrew’s Day “to 
Burns Season at the end of January.” 

The end of January also marks St Bride’s Eve – a 
sacred time in the Celtic calendar because it sym-
bolises light returning after winter.

It would take only a minor announcement to inte-
grate St Bride with the winter festival, thus starting 
it with a man, closing with a woman, and pleasing 
even the iconically feisty Lesley Riddoch.

For further thoughts on the subject try:
www.alastairmcintosh.com

See Theology in Scotland paper on this at this link:

www.alastairmcintosh.com/articles/2000_andrew.
htm

Although the Ball is still several months away, the 
Ball Committee has been working hard over the 
summer to ensure that this year’s event is bet-
ter than ever. Over the years, the Ball has been 
a consistent source of funding for the charities 
the Society supports, and we need to ensure that 
this continues. The Committee has given a lot 
of thought to ways of ensuring that the proceeds 
adequately reflect the effort that goes into present-
ing an event of this calibre. Different charities bring 
different approaches to fund-raising balls; the model 
that includes a specific honoree and multiple corpo-
rate tables can be enormously successful. However, 
going this route or introducing other radical change 
would not be appropriate for our event. We feel that 
the primary focus of our event is on our members 
and guests having a great evening out, whilst not 
losing sight of the fact that this is a fund-raising 
event. 

This year, we’ve changed the name to the St. 
Andrew’s Charity Ball to underscore our objective; 
we’re running the event through The St. Andrew’s 

Charitable Foundation to enable a donation receipt 
to be provided to participants and to recover some 
of the HST included in our costs; and we’ve taken 
other steps to ensure that the flow of the evening’s 
music and dancing continues without interruption 
and is participant-friendly. 

This is an evening for the Society to demonstrate 
its enthusiasm and vitality in a very public way. So 
do come out, bring your friends and – most impor-
tantly – members of the next generation so that we 
make the 2011 Ball the best ever. The Committee 
members and I look forward to welcoming you.

A final note on fund-raising, and a big “thank you” 
to those members who made membership dona-
tions in recent weeks. We had an excellent response 
which has enabled the Foundation to set aside 
further funds to ensure that our grants to charities 
in the 2011 fiscal year are in line with our historic 
levels.

Best wishes to you all,             Graham

We welcomed the following new Friends of the 
Society:

The St. Andrew-Caledonian Society of Calgary
World Federation of Scottish Societies
St. Andrew Society of Savannah
The Royal Regiment of Canada, Toronto
St. Andrew’s Society of the State of New York
The Saint Andrew Society (Glasgow)
The St. Andrew’s Society of Philadelphia
Carolina Highlands St. Andrew’s Society

We welcomed the following new Regular members:

Donald M. Reid
Edward Villiers
Philip Barnes 
Graeme Morton
Mark Bartolini

We reinstated the following Life member:

Andrew Lister McHaffie
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Please get in touch with your Society as the need 
arises.

For annual dues and address changes (including 
email changes):
Ms. Jennifer Whelpton, C.B.
Assistant to the Hon. Treasurer
253 Merton Street, Apt. 1506
Toronto, ON
M4S 3H2 OR j.whelpton@sympatico.ca

Please send a copy also to the Membership Chair,
Frank Moir   frank@moir.net

For matters relating to the Newsletter or the website:
Ian McHaffie Phone 905 846 0567
26 Christie Drive Fax 905 846 1783
Brampton, ON, mchaffieian@mac.com
L6Z 3J4

For matters relating to the Society as a whole 
or to the Board of Directors, please contact 
The President, Graham Desson: 
gdesson@gmail.com 
OR
(416) 485-7376.

Remember our website:
www.standrews-society.ca
We try to keep it up to date!

If you have email and want to receive periodic 
emails that way, please be sure that the Society has 
your email address and, especially if you have an 
aggressive “spam filter,” put the editor’s address into 
your address book (mchaffieian@mac.com), as the 
messages go from his computer rather than from 
the Society’s ISP.

A warm Scottish welcome awaits 
you at the 2011 St. Andrew’s 
Charity Ball! This year the 

Ball will take place on Saturday, 
November 26th at the Royal York 
Hotel. It’s an exciting year for the Ball 
as not only is the St. Andrew’s Society 
celebrating its 175th Anniversary, but 
the 48th Highlanders of Canada are 
celebrating their 120th Anniversary. 

If you feel that your dance steps are 
a bit rusty, then come along to our 
practice sessions at the Moss Park 
Armoury at 130 Queen Street East, 
Toronto. These take place on Tuesday, 15th No-
vember, Friday, 18th November and Tuesday, 22nd 
November to 10.00 pm. Scottish Country Dancing 
practices are on both Tuesdays (15th and 22nd) 
starting at 7.30 pm.

The Ball raises money for local chari-
ties, and this year we are pleased to 
include in our list of recipients Camp 
Winston and Elizabeth Fry. Camp 
Winston provides recreational activities 
for children with neurological disorders, 
and Elizabeth Fry addresses issues that 
affect women and girls in the justice 
system. 

Tickets for this year’s Ball are $150 
per person (tax receipts for $45 to be 
issued). The application forms will be 
mailed to members in September with 
the online version of the form available 

on the St. Andrew’s Society website around the 
same time. (www.standrews-society.ca).

For more information on the St. Andrew’s Charity 
Ball you can follow us on Facebook - St. Andrew’s 
Ball, Toronto
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Flowers of the Forest
We mourn the passing of several Members and Friends of the Society.

James G. Bickford of Toronto, a long-time member, passed away on February 7, 2010, at the age of 83. He treasured his Scottish 
heritage and was remembered in a traditional Scottish funeral.

James Kynoch passed away on May 26, 2011 at the age of 82. Jim served in the RAF Regiment in the post-war period. He was a 
member of the St. Andrew’s Society of Toronto and Past Chairman (and Honorary Life Member) of the Toronto Branch of the 
Royal Scottish Country Dance Society. 

Jean Glendinning passed away on June 8, 2011 at the age of 97. Jean was the widow of the late John W. Glendinning, former 
Honorary Treasurer and President of the Society and the mother of Mary Glendinning, our Auditor. 

The condolences of the Society are expressed to the family and friends.

The Ball

Staying in 
Touch with 
The Society



Scottish Gaelic in Twelve Weeks
By Roibeard O’Maolalaigh, with Iain MacAong-
huis. paperback. 216 pages + 3 audio CDs. $45.00. 
This is the first new Gaelic language course in years! 
Twelve lessons cover the essential points of gram-
mar and pronunciation. There are model sentences, 
key phrases, exercises based on real-life scenarios, 
and a mini Gaelic-English dictionary. The CDs 
let you hear native-speakers to help you with your 
studies. This is an ideal introduction to the lan-
guage, and suitable for self-learners. 

Scottish Genealogy
By Bruce Durie. paperback. 319 pages. $24.95. This 
reference work is a comprehensive guide to trac-
ing your family history in Scotland. It is based on 
a series of courses which Durie taught at Scottish 
universities, and is designed to exploit the rich 
resources that Scotland has to offer. Durie covers 
both physical and electronic sources, and explains 
how to get beyond the standard “births, marriages, 
and deaths plus census” research, reminding the 
reader that there are more tools than just the Inter-
net, and not everything written down is correct!

Swords for Hire: The Scottish Mercenary
By James Miller. hardback. 292 pages. $39.95. In 
this fascinating and well-researched book Miller 
traces the fortunes of a vast number of Scotsmen 
who left their native shores to earn a living fighting 
in mainland Europe. He shows how Scots fought 
on behalf of almost every dynasty and monarch on 
the continent, right up until the point at which they 
found service under the British flag as the Empire 
expanded. He also underlines the hugely important 
role Scots have played in the shaping of modern 
Europe. There are many familiar names here – 
Leslie, Gordon, Keith, Greig, Sinclair. Excellent 
reading, and sure to widen your knowledge of a 
little-known chapter in Scottish history. 

The Quest for the Green Man
By John Matthews. hardback. 144 pages. From 
ancient folklore and timeless tradition, the arche-
type of the Green Man is reemerging as an im-
age of force and power. No other figure speaks so 
directly to our relationship to the natural world. 
Endlessly changing shape, the Green Man appears 

in many guises and cultures throughout history, and 
resonates particularly potently in those areas with 
a Celtic past. We know the Green Man as Merlin, 
Robin Hood, The Green Knight; as Wildman of 
the Woods, he guards the sacred trees and forests; 
as Lord of the Beasts, he watches over the wood-
land creatures. This splendidly illustrated book 
explores the Green Man’s many faces throughout 
time. It will delight the eye, thrill the story-loving 
heart, and quicken the spirit.

- 4 -

The book “76” tells the tale of the Highland 
Clearances. The author, Gordon MacLeod, 
felt that this episode of Scottish 

history was not well-known enough, 
and felt too that an historical novel, set 
mainly in his homeland of the Isle of 
Arran, would be the best way to get the 
story across.

If you have a Kindle Reader (or the 
equivalent software for your tablet or computer), 

the book is a real bargain. It is available for down-
load from Amazon for $1.59. If you are searching 

on the Amazon site, enter either “76 
Clearances” or “76 MacLeod.” “76” on its 
own may get you books on other topics 
related to the American Revolution. 

More information about this (and 
MacLeod’s other novels) at:

www.gordonmacleod.weebly.com

These Books are available from
Unicorn Limited
P. O. Box 125
Loachapoka, AL 36865
phone: 334-501-0202
Email:   mcleod@unicornlimited.com

Website  www.unicornlimited.com

Please note that there are at least two 
publishers with the same name (Unicorn). The 
one specializing in Scottish books is the one 
referred to here.

76

Books for 
Your Fall 
Reading



V&AStudios are located in For-
far. They specialize in Scot-
tish photos, which they sell 

through their website, by email or by phone.
The website is  www.vastudios.co.uk
Email is:  vandastudios@gmx.co.uk
Phone number is 01307 469752
If calling from Canada, start with 011-44 and omit 
the initial “0” in the phone number.

In their message to us they say:

“Postage is free to all Scottish and Irish Society 
members.” So if you order, be sure to mention the 
St. Andrew’s Society of Toronto.

No mailing address appears on the website, so if 
you don’t have a computer, you’ll have to call.

Photos (which look better in colour) courtesy of V & A Studios

If you have come to the conclusion that all 
Christmas CDs sound the same, here is some-
thing with a difference. The CD Brigh na Nol-

laig (“Essence of Christmas” in English) consists 
of Scottish musicians singing Gaelic Christmas 
Carols. They were originally broadcast on BBC 
Alba, the BBC Scottish Gaelic Service. Go to 
www.bbc.co.uk/alba
for more information

The CD is a fundraiser for the Highland Hospice in 
Inverness. More information from the website:
www.highlandhospice.org.uk

The CD will be released on September 15, and 
may be ordered from the website - or email Ainsley 
Noble at 

a.noble@highlandhospice.org.uk

The price is £12 (plus shipping)

The mailing address is 

Highland Hospice, 
Ness House, 
1 Bishops Road, 
Inverness, 
SCOTLAND
IV3 5SB
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An Unusual 
Christmas 
Gift

V & A Studios



When the 200th Anniversary of the Society 
rolls around in 2036, your Editor, if he 
lasts that long, will be 102 years of age. 

It’s a fair bet that he won’t still be editing the 
Newsletter. The authors of a 200th Anniversary 
history will doubtless look back over the newslet-
ters. How quaint they will probably seem in the 
mid-2030s!

One footnote that might easily be overlooked is 
the St. Andrew’s Society Door Knockers that were 
made by John Glendinning (President 1975-77), 
father of Mary Glendinning, our auditor.

From Mary:

Dad was always partial to anything Scottish as he 
was the son of a Scot, W.D. Glendinning, who 
came to Canada in 1912. When he married, he fell 
in love with Jeannie Shearer, herself the daughter 
of Scottish parents, and who knew how to dance. 
This was perfect as far as Dad was concerned and he 
took up Scottish Country Dancing, joined the St. 
Andrew’s Society and read a lot of Robbie Burns.

As he became involved in executive positions of the 
St. Andrew’s Society, first as Treasurer and then as 
Vice President, and President, he came up with the 
idea of making St. Andrew’s Cross Door Knockers 

for the Presidents of the St. Andrew’s Society when 
their term was finished as a thank-you for their 
dedication.

As the picture shows, they were a very simple but 
elegant design, which he gave to a brass maker in 
Toronto to make molds from. He made several at a 
time and then spent long hours polishing them to 
their rough shine. 

Some of the past Presidents who received the door 
knockers were Maj John Catto, Hon. Mr. Justice 
George McGillivray, LCol. John Craig, Gordon 
McHaffie, John Hamilton, and LCol. John Catto.

John Catto writes: “I have one of the famous 
knockers which your dad gave me in the mid 1980s 
after my term as President.  I know that John Ham-
ilton has one on the door at his condo.  I’m not sure 
who else would have one as he may have only given 
one to his favourite friends. I don’t think that he 
made very many, and only over a rather short period 
in the late ‘70s or early ‘80s.”

If anyone knows others who received this interest-
ing memento, please let the Editor know.

After Gordon McHaffie’s death, the door knocker 
passed to his son, Ian: it still awaits the appropriate 
location for installation.

One of the amusing tasks that falls on the 
Editor’s shoulders is receiving from our 
Internet Service Provider a report every 

few days indicating the source and subject of the 
email caught by the spam filter, operated on our 
behalf by the ISP. They stop it before it reaches us.

On one occasion recently, the ISP’s spam filter was 
not working and a huge number of junk emails got 
through.

The junk seems to come from all over the world and 
is looking for the gullible, wherever they are to be 
found. If you believe what you seem to be receiv-
ing, you might take of the following subject at its 
face value: “Your File Was Forwarded To Us For 

Immediate Transfer Of US$5,800,000.00.” The 
message purported to come from Barclays Bank.

Of course, messages in Chinese or Japanese script 
do not mean too much, but they seem to arrive in 
Canada anyway.

It is always possible of course that we may miss an 
opportunity, but it is far more likely that we miss 
a “phishing” expedition. Junk mail is one of the 
risks that we take in having an email address on our 
website. There are programs that gather addresses 
from websites, and then others that send out mass 
emailings in the hope that someone will take the 
bait! Which is why you won’t find individual email 
addresses on our website – or many others!

- 6 -
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Door 
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Ian McHaffie,
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 Photo by Mary 

An 
operational 

smile



Come and enjoy the 175th Anniversary Ceilidh
Friday, October 14, 2011

7:30 pm

Glenview Presbyterian Church

Phil and Debbie Howes will play and will MC
a true, old-fashioned ceilidh

with music, singing, recitation, dancing, 
and a skirl of the pipes

Tickets $20
An application form is sent with this Newsletter
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Each year the Grants Committee recom-
mends agencies working in our priority 
areas of children and youth, people in tran-

sition and new Canadians. Last year and again this 
year the Board approved grants to several returning 
agencies and some new agencies. For the complete 
list please check out the website. Remember, every 
dollar given to the Foundation is distributed; we 
have no overhead or administrative charges. 

AboutFace is one of our more recent charities that 
is supported by the St. Andrew’s Society Founda-
tion through the Grants Program. Last year was 
a year of celebration for AboutFace. For 25 years, 
they have helped individuals with a facial disfig-
urement to experience personal enrichment and 
growth. Founded in 1985, AboutFace has since 
grown to be a widely respected organization serving 
affected individuals at every life stage.

AboutFace members come from all facets of the 
community and are actively engaged in their 
programs, services and events. Their membership 
consists of individuals with a facial difference and 
their families: children, youth, adults and parents of 
children with a facial difference.

Other AboutFace supports are health care profes-
sionals, educators, corporations and the general 
public.

AboutFace Programs and Services revolve around 
a vision to Educate, Encourage and Empower 
individuals, with all three aspects working in unison 
to provide a balanced approach for their global 
membership. Since 1985, AboutFace has helped 
parents, children, youth, adults and the community, 
from birth to adulthood; having a facial difference 
will affect every life stage. “Typically, families and 

individuals reach out for help and support at the 
start of their journey, after the birth of their child or 
when they first acquire a facial difference. In time, 
you learn to adjust to day-to-day trials. However, 
there will be times where new issues or situations 
arise that motivate you to search for answers or 
connect with others. These moments tend to surface 
at key life stages such as birth, starting school, or 
transitions periods from youth to adulthood. 

AboutFace wants you to know that you are not 
alone. There have been many before you who have 
“paved the way” to improve medical issues, treat-
ment options, and public attitudes. As individuals 
learn to cope, adjust and embrace their difference 
or their child’s, they begin to share and reach out to 
others. You can benefit from their experience.” 

Over the years, AboutFace has collected and writ-
ten many stories and articles to help individuals find 
comfort, meaning, encouragement and empower-
ment as they move through their own journey. 
There are programs and services to address immedi-
ate or current needs; available by calling or writing 
for more information. 

Peer-to-Peer Connections

One of the cornerstone programs is peer-to-peer 
networking. Utilizing a database of over 10,000 
members and online discussion boards, AboutFace 
works to make meaningful connections between 
families and individuals with similar conditions, 
geographic proximity, or shared life experiences. 
Knowing that they are not alone is empowering and 
inspiring for their membership. 
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Established in 1981, Luath Press is an indepen-
dent Scottish book publisher with over 300 books 
in print, including modern fiction, history, travel 
guides, poetry and much more.

Among many recent books is The Wicker Tree. 

From the web site:

“Young Beth, a gospel singer, and her cowboy 
boyfriend Steve, both Christian members of the no-
sex-before-marriage cult they call the ‘Silver Ring 
Thing’, leave the US for Scotland. When, after 
initial hostility on their travels, they are welcomed 
with joy and elation to Tressock, the border fiefdom 
of the sinister Lachlan Morrison, they assume their 
hosts simply want to hear more about Jesus. How 
innocent and wrong they are...” 

Another new book from this publisher is Prelude to 
Everest. 

For those interested 
in mountaineering, 
the quote from the 
website is tantaliz-
ing: “29,000 feet 
high with a unique 
‘death zone’ – Ever-
est may well have 
been climbed before 
1953 if the lessons 
of Aberdonian Al-
exander Kellas had 
been learned.”

More Books

Luath Press, 543/2 Castlehill, The Royal Mile, Edinburgh, EH1 2ND, Scotland www.luath.co.uk

More Books

For more information
http://aboutface.ca

Grants 
Committee 

2010 - 2011
About Face
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It seems timely to provide, especially for newer 
members, a description of how things are done 
within the Society. 

The Board
The Society is managed by a Board of Directors, 
elected each year at the Annual General Meet-
ing in February. Updates on the Board’s activities 
are provided at meetings of members and in the 
Newsletter.

The Committees
The charitable work of the Society is conducted by 
the Grants Committee. (Chair: Malcolm Sinclair)

The Membership Committee (Chair: Frank Moir)
both maintains the list of members and promotes 
membership in the Society.

The Investments Committee (Chair: Donald Cam-
eron) is concerned with looking after the invest-
ments of both The Society and The Foundation. 

The St. Andrew’s Ball is run jointly by the 48th 
Highlanders of Canada and the Society. (Katey 
Witt is the Co-chair of the committee with a repre-
sentative of the 48th Highlanders.)

The Communications Committee (Chair: Peter 
Fleming) is recponsible for communications with 
members. This includes the website, the Newsletter, 
emails and mailings to members.

The Program Committee (Chair: Peter McCutch-
eon) arranges for Society functions other than The 
Ball.

An invitation 
Members who would like to participate in a com-
mittee are invited to speak to the President.

Other Board members
In addition, there are a number of officers, who 
sit on the Board, without being committee chairs. 
These include the President, the First and Second 
Vice-Presidents, the Hon. Treasurer, the Hon. Sec-
retary, the Chief Marshal and Hon. Counsel.

The President chairs the Board and is a member, 
ex officio, of all committees. The Treasurer serves 
on the Investment Committee. The Chief Marshal 
serves on the Ball Committee.

The Society and The Foundation
About 50 years ago, two things happened which 
affected the operation of the Society. The first 
was a change, made by the federal government, 
in the requirements for the conduct of charitable 
activity. Prior to that time all the activities of the 
Society, whether social, cultural, or charitable, were 

conducted by one organization: the St. Andrew’s 
Society of Toronto. 

The new regulations required that the social activi-
ties of an organization should be separate from the 
charitable. 

At about the same, time the Society received a 
significant bequest to enhance its charitable work. 
Accordingly, the St. Andrew’s Charitable Founda-
tion was eastablished, using the bequest as its initial 
funding, to undertake the charitable work of the 
Society. 

Cultural and social activities, including the Ball, 
the Newsletter, the website and our meetings are 
operated by the Society. Because all these activities 
are funded from revenue on investments, no pay-
ment of dues is made to the Society itself. Annual 
donations (or life membership donations) are made 
to the Foundation. These are tax-deductible in their 
entirety.

The two organizations are, by intention, inextricably 
entwined. The members of the Charitable Founda-
tion are the Society’s Board members. The Invest-
ments Committee looks after the investments of 
both the Society and the Foundation. The Grants 
Committee operates with the funds of the Founda-
tion. The Treasurer maintains records for both orga-
nizations and the Annual General Meeting receives 
the Foundation’s financial statements, even though 
the members of the society at large are not techni-
cally members of the Foundation.

The website
The website is the responsibility of the Webmaster, 
Ian McHaffie, who also edits the Newsletter. An 
additional job of the Webmaster is to receive emails 
addressed to the Society’s address (information@
standrews-society.ca), typically, but not exclusively, 
from non-members. An email message to the 
information@ address gets forwarded promptly, so if 
you are not certain where to send something, it can 
be sent to the Society’s email address.

Some of the email is dealt with directly by the 
Webmaster, but most messages are forwarded to the 
appropriate committee chair for action and detailed 
reply. A brief acknowledgement is sent to the author 
of the incoming email. 

For technical reasons, email messages to members go 
from Ian McHaffie’s computer, rather than from the 
Society’s address. 

If you have a very aggressive spam filter, you might 
want to add Ian’s address to your address book, 
which will usually permit email to arrive: 
mchaffieian@mac.com.

Behind the 
Scenes at the  
St. Andrew’s 
Society of 
Toronto and 
the Charitable 
Foundation.



Our Spring Dinner was part of our 175th Anniver-
sary celebrations.

We met in the picturesque McLean House on the 
Sunnybrook Estates, where we had a delightful 
time of meet and greet.

Greetings were brought from The Government 
of Canada by our own Dr. Kirsty Duncan, MP, 
and from the City of Toronto by Councillor Jaye 
Robinson.

We enjoyed the singing of tenor John McDermott, 
accompanied by Brian MacMillan.

Our evening’s speaker of was Mr. Peter Oliver,  
restaurateur and philanthropist, who challenged us 
all in his remarks.

As a memory of that delightful evening, a few of the 
many photos are presented here.

Warmest thanks to those who organized the event.

The Spring 
Dinner
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First Vice-President, Anne Moir, thanks Peter Oliver, 
our challenging keynote speaker.

First Vice-President, Anne Moir, enjoys a pre-dinner chat with Betty 
Cameron, Past President, The Hon Justice Donald Cameron and 
Fiona Desson, wife of the President

The McLean House and the grounds of Sunnybrook Estates 
were the scene of this year’s Spring Dinner 

Councillor Jaye Robinson brought greetings from the City 
of Toronto.

Col John Catto, a Past President, proposed 
the toast “The Society.”

Former Society board member, Dr. Kirsty 
Duncan, M.P. brought greetings from the 
federal government.

President Graham Desson expressed a 
welcome to all.

The Spring 
Dinner



History Scotland, a leading Scottish magazine, 
provides features on topics from all branches and 
periods of Scottish history and archaeology. The 
current issue features Scots in Canada, including a 
History of St. Andrew’s Societies. 

In keeping with the current Age of Technology, 
the magazine is available as an iPad, iPhone, or 

iPod app, as a digital version for PC or Mac. You 
can also subscribe to a print edition! Either go to 
the website www.historyscotland.com or order it by 
mail: 
History Scotland, Warners Group Publications, 
Fifth Floor, 31-32 Park Row, Leeds, LS1 5JD, UK.

Let the press release speak for itself!
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History 
Scotland
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News in 
brief

News in 
brief

McDermott House
When John McDermott is not singing in person, 
he is either recording or working to promote Mc-
Dermott House, both in Canada and the US.

The Mission of McDermott House is “To promote 
the highest quality of life for Veterans, Military, 
First Responders and community patients facing 
the final stage of a terminal illness.”

An opportunity to contribute a donation to Mc-
Dermott House was given at the Spring Dinner. 
If members would like to contribute to this very 
worthy cause, they may do so, online, through a 
bank or by mail.

Make a deposit at any branch of the Bank of Nova 
Scotia to account #800020546216

By Mail – cheque payable to:
McDermott House Canada, and mailed to 
McDermott House Canada
14845-6 Yonge Street, Suite 450
Aurora, ON (Canada) L4G 6H8

For more about John and the House, on Wikipedia 
search for “John_McDermott_(singer)”

His own website is www.johnmcdermott.com

For McDermott House go to:
www.mcdermotthousecanada.org

Katrina Lucas
Members have “met” Katrina Lucas, a teacher in 
Falkirk, whose students designed the placemats 
featured in the April, 2011, issue. Katrina has 
asked if there might be a teacher who would like to 
“twin” with her class of 8-year-olds as they study 
the Commonwealth and what it means to young 
people. If you are interested, or know someone who 
might be, please get in touch with the Editor (p. 3 
for info).

RSCDS 
The Toronto Scottish Country Dance Association

Fall/Winter Classes 2011
All classes are from 7:30 – 9:30 pm; Cost: $85 for 
ten weekly classes, including HST . (You can try 
the first class before paying.) No partner or experi-
ence required. Soft-soled shoes required.
Questions: Sue Ann Bryce 416-266-5423 
sueann2@sympatico.ca
MONDAYS
Beginners: Sept. 19 – Nov. 28, at St. Leonard’s 
Church, 25 Wanless Ave. (N of Lawrence, E of 
Yonge) Street parking.
Beginners: Sept. 19 – Nov. 28, at Grace Presby-
terian Church, 447 Port Union Rd., Scarborough. 
Free parking.
Intermediate: Sept. 19 – Nov. 28, at Glenview 

Presbyterian Church, 1Glenview Ave. Street park-
ing. (south of Lawrence subway stn on Yonge St.)
WEDNESDAYS 
Beginners: Sept. 21 – Nov. 30, at Swansea Town 
Hall 95 Lavinia Ave. (7 min walk SW of Runny-
mede Stn.). Free parking on site.
THURSDAYS 
Beginners: Sept. 22 – Dec. 1, at Eastminster 
United Church, 310 Danforth Ave. (one block W 
of Chester Stn.) Street parking.
Intermediate: Sept. 22 – Dec. 1, at Eastminster 
United Church, 310 Danforth Ave. (as above).
Advanced: Sept 22 – Dec. 1, at Swansea Town 
Hall, 95 Lavinia Ave. (7 min walk SW of Runny-
mede Stn.) Free parking on site. 
More information from:
http://www.rscdstoronto.org/

Guelph Fall Colloquium
The Annual Fall Colloquium will take place on Sep-
tember 17th at The Science Complex, University of 
Guelph. Registration: 9:30am. Program 10 am.

Historiographer Royal of Scotland, Professor T.C. 
Smout, will present the annual Jill McKenzie Lec-
ture. The talk is titled Exploring the environmental 
history of the Firth of Forth. Dr Diarmid Finnegan 
will give a talk based on his work, Natural History 
Societies and Civic Culture in Victorian Scotland. 
Other talks will be given by Susan Brown (Guelph), 
Andrew Ross (Guelph), and Dan Travers (Hud-
dersfield).

Also, the newest book in the Guelph Series in Scot-
tish Studies, The Shaping of Scottish Identities: 
Family, Nation, and the Worlds Beyond, edited by 
Jodi A. Campbell, Elizabeth Ewan, and Heather 
Parker will be launched. For the launch, the pur-
chase price will also include a copy of the Septem-
ber issue of History Scotland, which is dedicated to 
Scots and Scottish culture in Canada (see page 11).

A campus map and parking directions can be found 
at: www.uoguelph.ca/campus/map/sciencecomplex/. 
Early bird registration (before September 9): $35. At 
the door registration:$40 for members of the Scot-
tish Studies Foundation; $45 for non-members.

A special student rate is available. Contact us for 
details. Lunch and refreshments are included as 
always. Cheques should be made payable to The 
University of Guelph’.

Please register as soon as possible to reserve your 
seat: email, phone message, or mail. 
Email: scottish@uoguelph.ca; 
Phone: 519-824-4120 x53209 
Mail: Centre for Scottish Studies, Department of 
History University of Guelph, Guelph, Ontario 
N1G 2W1; 
Web: www.uoguelph.ca/history/scottishstudies


