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accounts a huge success – thanks to you our members 
and many others attending. Our reviews, as they say on 
Broadway, are boffo! For one thing, there was a large 
cohort of younger attendees – my count was just under 
100. This being my first Ball Presiding, this is welcome 
news as this very long tradition – now over 170 years 
– will continue. The Hon. Kirsty Duncan, PC, MP 
was brilliant as our Guest of Honour. She emphasized 
that she grew up in the Society and was truly one of us. 
Our co-hosts the 48th Highlanders played their part 
perfectly, from the Pipes and Drums who were flawless, 
to the general sense of pomp and ceremony that comes 
along with everything the Regiment stands for. But more 
than that, it is no mean feat mounting an event of this 
size and amount of detail. Your Society, especially in 
the form of the Members of the Ball Committee under 
the able leadership of Glenda Vergos, has outdone itself 
in putting into place all the various bits and pieces that 
make for the success we experienced. We salute the 
Committee for their brilliance and dedication. 

The Society has programmed a series of events in the 
coming months; details are to be found elsewhere in this 
issue. They are: 25th of January, the Birthday of Robert 

I am writing this in the middle of the holiday season and 
every day seems choc-a-block with appointments and 
obligations. On the other hand, by the time you read this, 
all that will be done with and here you are with your feet 
up in front of the fire, your favorite dram beside you and 
this fine piece of literature in front of you. 

On Sunday November 22, I had the honour to preside 
over the Annual Church Parade at St Andrew’s 
Presbyterian Church at King and Simcoe. To enter the 
Church, we left St Andrew’s Hall in formation and 
marched north beside the Church behind two of our 
Honorary Pipers with flags flying in the able hands of our 
Official Standard Bearers. I made a note to recall what a 
beautiful sight it made marching with pride to this, the 
Society’s Mother Church. 

When I returned home I retrieved “100 Years History” 
the old history of the Society in order to determine when 
exactly had the tradition of the Church Parade begun. I 
was elated to find that the first Church Parade [although 
not called that at the time] occurred in 1836, the year of 
the Society’s founding. It took place on “The Day” which 
was the term used by all Scots to refer to St. Andrews 
Day. Why there was even a parade at all was the occasion 
of the gift of several flags a few months earlier by 
William Allan the first president of the Society. “Which 
gift necessitated the appointment of the first Standard 
Bearers on November 30 [where] they were borne aloft 
heading in procession to St Andrew’s Church” which at 
this time was at the corner of Church and Adelaide. 

It is truly wonderful to think that the Standard Bearers 
and the Church Parade have a pedigree in the Society as 
old as the Society itself. 

The 2015 edition of the St Andrew’s Ball was by all 

Jan. 29  Burns Dinner

Feb. 6  This Little Light Mardi Gras (St. Andrew’s Church)

Feb. 25  Annual General Meeting

April 8  Spring Dinner
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The Newsletter of The St. Andrew’s Society of Toronto 
appears three times a year.

The President of the Society is Rory Sinclair.

The Editor of the Newsletter is Rachel Pennington-
Little, who may be reached at rpenlit@yahoo.ca, or by 
phone at (289) 264-7347.

The Society website is www.standrews-society.ca

The mailing address is 
St. Andrew’s Society [or Charitable Foundation] 
PO Box 94024,  
3409 Yonge Street, 
Toronto, ON  M4N 2M8. 

Email to the Society may be sent either through the 
“Contact” form on the website or to 
information@standrews-society.ca. 

Burns at the Statue in Allan Gardens; the 29th the Burns 
Dinner at the University Club; 25th of February, the 
AGM at Moss Park Armouries and on the 8th of April, 
the Spring Dinner this year to coincide with Tartan Day. 

Come out and join your friends and bring new ones while 

ye are at it. 

On behalf of the Board, may I take this opportunity to 
wish you health, happiness and all good things for the 
year 2016 – Rory

The preliminary financial picture reflects satisfactory 
investment performance, given the overall performance of 
the markets, maintenance of membership donation levels 
and Charity Ball income, and the positive impact of our 
new relationship with the Edinburgh-based Christina 
Mary Hendrie Trust.

The Society’s Balance Sheet shows investments and cash 
with an approximate value of $650,000, compared to 
$703,000 the previous year, reflecting weakness in the 
Canadian equity market towards the end of the 2015 
fiscal year. Revenues for the year were approximately 
$21,500 compared with $15,200 the previous year. 
Expenses for the year, including Scottish culture grants, 
website development costs and investment management 
fees, were approximately $19,100 compared with $15,500 
the previous year. The Society donated $10,000 to 
the Foundation in the year compared with $5,000 the 
previous year. After taking into account a realized gain on 
sale of investments of $11,600 and an unrealized loss on 

investments of $56,100, the Society recorded a deficit of 
$52,000 for the year compared with a surplus of $88,800 
in the previous year.

The Foundation has investments and cash of 
approximately $591,000, down from $640,000 Aug. 31, 
2014. Total revenues were $88,000, up from $61,000 
in fiscal 2014. The increase relates primarily to grants 
of approximately $21,600 received from the Hendrie 
Trust. Regular donations from members increased to 
$21,000 compared to $18,600 the previous year. Charity 
Ball income was slightly lower than the previous year, 
but this was offset by an increase in investment income. 
Reflecting the improved revenue situation, we were 
able to increase our donations to charities to $70,700 in 
fiscal 2015 from $41,400 in fiscal 2014. The deficit of 
Revenues over Expenses for 2015 was $50,400 including 
an unrealized loss on investments of $46,600. 

The full audited financial statements will be available to 
members at the Annual General Meeting and on request.

The AGM will take place on February 25 at Moss Park 
Armouries. Grab a dram at 7:30; the meeting starts at 
8:00. Our guest speaker this year is Christopher Baines, 
whose topic will be “The Loyal Society: Taking a Place  
in the 21st Century.”

Christopher Baines, President of the St. George’s Society 
of Toronto, was born and grew up in Toronto but 
moved with his wife to Collingwood two years ago. He 
is a mediator specializing in family estate conferencing. 
Christopher has a long involvement in working with 
non-profits and charities, having headed many boards 
in land trusts and related organizations. He believes in 

giving back and states the reason he got involved with 
St. George’s is that his great-great grandfather (Thomas 
Baines) was one of the founders of St. George’s back in 
1834.
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You probably would not be reading this Newsletter 
if it weren’t for Ian McHaffie.

Thirty years ago, while he was Society President, 
Ian saw the need for regular communication with 
Members and started up, more or less single-
handedly, a quarterly bulletin. He has been 
its Editor and driving force ever since. What 
remarkable tenacity.

It is Ian we have to thank for most of the content, 
ranging from serious to whimsical, but always 
interesting, items. Before computers eased the 
way, editing and publishing were considerably 
more laborious, but as new software developments 
became available, Ian adapted them eagerly.

Ian has decided to retire from the position of Editor 
of the Newsletter. We can’t let him go without 
shining a light on some of the other activities he 
has taken part in during his busy life. 

After completing his schooling in England, he 
immigrated with his parents and sister to Toronto 
and enrolled in Classics at Trinity College, then 
followed his B.A. with a teaching degree. A popular 
and successful high school teacher, he was soon 
promoted to principal, then became that dreaded 
personage, an Inspector of Schools for the Ministry 
of Education. Later he was involved in curriculum 
development for the Ministry, which led to trips 
to the Middle East to promote and sell Ontario 
courses.

Ian and his wife, Paddy Ann, enjoy music and 
the theatre. Together they perform excerpts from 
Restoration comedies. At a St. Andrew’s Society 
ceilidh they wowed the audience with their capable 
rendition of an operatic duet, “La chi darem la 
mano” from “Don Giovanni.” (Check it out on 
YouTube.) 

Not only is he a singer and actor, he is an accredited 
Scottish Country Dance teacher and dancer who 
has led many dance groups and given numerous 
workshops.

A man of indefatigable energy, he is a world 
traveller with Paddy Ann. Recent trips included 
wine tasting in Chile, choral singing in Ireland 
and regular visits to their condo in the Bahamas. 
It is not unusual for Ian to deal with Newsletter 

issues from the beach somewhere while imbibing 
a cool vino. At home he loves to entertain and is a 
gourmet chef.

Ian’s father Gordon, as President of the Society, 
brought the young Ian into the Society fold as a 
standard bearer. After doing other odd jobs for the 
Society, Ian became President from 1985–1987, 
creating the Newsletter while performing his 
presidential duties, as mentioned above.

A delightful, funny, accomplished man, Ian is going 
to be missed at the helm of our Newsletter. He well 
deserves the peaceful times ahead of him without 
his many Newsletter responsibilities. Knowing Ian, 
he’ll fill that spare time well by travelling, making 
music and spending more time with Paddy Ann 
and their family.

Ian, the Board and Members of the St. Andrew’s 
Society thank you heartily for your many years of 
service, and we join in wishing you and Paddy Ann 
many healthy and fulfilling years of retirement.

THANK YOU, IAN! 

by Anne Moir

A salute 
to Ian 
McHaffie
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Douglas Gibson

Former President and Editor Ian McHaffie and new Editor Rachel Pennington-Little

The annual Fall Meeting on October 15, 2015 was a 
wonderful evening.

Our special speaker for the evening was former St. 
Andrew’s Society of Toronto President Douglas 
Gibson, who spoke on his adventures as one of 
Canada’s foremost literary editors and agents based 
on his first book, Stories About Storytellers.

We were pleased to present a cheque for $3,000 to 
Dixon Hall at the meeting, with more information 
about the organization below.

Our own Ian McHaffie was presented with a Ship’s 
Decanter as a token of appreciation for his long 
service to editing and producing our Newsletter.

About Douglas

Douglas Gibson immigrated to Canada in 1967 and 
started as Junior Editor at Doubleday (publishing). 
In 1974 he became editorial director of Macmillan 
of Canada, ascending to publisher of the company 
in 1979. At Macmillan he pursued and won over 
Mavis Gallant – a literary treasure if there ever was 
one – and he has gone from strength to strength 
ever since. Other writers he brought to Macmillan 
include Robertson Davies, Bruce Hutchison, Jack 
Hodgins, Alice Munro, and Morley Callaghan.

Douglas moved to McClelland & Stewart in 1986, 
where many of his authors followed him. He 

became the publisher of the company in 1988 and 
the president in 2000.

His first book, Stories About Storytellers, recounted 
stories by Alice Munro, Robertson Davies, Alistair 
MacLeod, Pierre Trudeau, and other notable 
Canadians.

With Douglas Gibson’s second book, Across 
Canada by Story, he brings new stories about 
Robertson Davies, Jack Hodgins, W.O. Mitchell, 
Alistair MacLeod and Alice Munro, and adds 
lively portraits of Al Purdy, Marshall McLuhan, 
Margaret Laurence, Guy Vanderhaeghe, Margaret 
Atwood, Wayne Johnston, Linwood Barclay, 
Michael Ondaatje, and many, many others. 
Whether fly fishing in Haida Gwaii or sailing 
off Labrador, Douglas Gibson is a first-rate 
ambassador for Canada and the power of great 
stories.

About Dixon Hall

Dixon Hall Neighbourhood Services is a multi-
service agency located in the heart of east 
downtown Toronto.

For more than 85 years, Dixon Hall has offered a 
wide variety of supportive programs and services 
to a diverse range of community members living 
in downtown east Toronto, including Regent 
Park, Moss Park, Cabbagetown, St. James Town 
and surrounding neighbourhoods, as well as to 
homeless men and women and people searching for 
employment from across the city.

Embedded deep in the community, Dixon 
Hall has had real success in helping youth find 
employment, teaching music skills, providing 
recreational programmes, as well as special services 
for neighbourhoods and seniors.

Fall Social Gatherings were a wonderful success! 
A big thank-you to St. James Gate (west end) 
musical entertainment by Sandy McIntyre, Steeped 
in Tradition and Dora Keogh’s (east end) musical 
entertainment by Caledon County.

Special mention of thanks to William Glen & Son 
(www.williamglen.ca) for providing the Door Prizes 
of a 12-year-old Glenfiddich.

Fall Meeting 
2015
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We were saddened to hear of the death in early 
September of Christopher Paterson, in his 88th 
year. Chris was a long-time member of the Society 
and, until the inexorable progression of Parkinson’s 
disease prevented it, was a regular and enthusiastic 
attender, accompanied by Lorraine, at many of our 
events. 

Chris was born in London, England, and was 
educated at Harrow School, Trinity College School 
and McGill University. Chris had a distinguished 
career as a chartered accountant with Price 
Waterhouse; he joined the firm in 1947 and was 
a partner from 1967 until his retirement in 1988. 
Despite the demands of career and family, Chris 
made time for a wide range of pursuits. He was 
a keen sportsman and gardener: an accomplished 
golfer, fly fisherman, sailor, and skier. He also gave 
unstintingly of his time to various causes, notably 

the Canadian Red Cross, Canadian Institute for 
Advanced Research, Parkinson Society Canada and 
St. Andrew’s Society of Toronto. In characteristic 
fashion, he turned the challenge of ill health into 
an opportunity: the annual Parkinson SuperWalk 
became a favourite cause. We in the Society were 
most fortunate to have had Chris as our Honorary 
Treasurer for several years in the 1990s; he left his 
mark and brought a professionalism and attention 
to detail to the role that we strive to maintain.

A service of remembrance was held at Grace 
Church on-the-Hill, Toronto, and his ashes rest in 
the St. Andrew’s Society cairn at Mount Pleasant 
Cemetery.

We extend our sincere sympathy to all of Chris’s 
family, but especially to Lorraine and to Susan, who 
maintains her father’s enthusiasm for the Society in 
assisting in the production of the Newsletter.

Far left: Chris and Lorry 
at the St. Andrew’s 
Society of Southwest 
Florida Ball

Left: (from left to right) 
Joe Potts, Don Cameron, 
Christopher Paterson 

by Graham 
Desson

Flowers of 
the Forest: 
Christopher 
Blaikie 
Paterson
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The 2015 St. Andrew’s Charity Ball took place 
November 28 at the Royal York Hotel in downtown 
Toronto. It was another fabulous evening of Scottish 
culture and pageantry, laughter and camaraderie, 
plus music and dance that was delivered to all in the 
Canadian Room as an irresistible force. 

To begin the evening, we were treated to an 
outstanding meal of arugula and mesclun salad, 
followed by haggis with neeps and tatties, Addressed 
in splendid fashion by Drum Major Chris Reesor. The 
mains was espresso-crusted beef tenderloin followed 
by white chocolate cake with peach compote. It was a 
culinary triumph 

After dinner, it was time to hear from our Guest of 
Honour, The Hon. Kirsty Duncan, M.P., P.C., a 
Minister in the new Cabinet of PM Justice Trudeau. 
Instead of discussing her role in the new Government 
on Parliament Hill, she chose instead to talk about her 
early years growing up in the City and her connection 
to Scottish culture in its many forms in Toronto. One 
of the most important roads into that culture was, 
for her, the St Andrew’s Society which she referred 
to as “Home.” Kirsty became a champion Highland 
Dancer in her youth and of course had an ongoing with 
relationship with our sister organization Royal Scottish 
Country Dance Society. It was just great to have as our 
Guest of Honour “one of our own.”

The President of the Society then presented Kirsty with 
the gift of a sash in the Duncan tartan. 

Our Guest of Honour then assisted in the presentation 
of the prize to the winner of the raffle: two return 

flights from Toronto to Edinburgh, generously donated 
by Air Canada Rouge. Included in the prize were two 
tickets to the Whisky Experience in Edinburgh, kindly 
donated by VisitScotland. 

Kirsty also presented a special bottle of malt whisky to 
the attendee who brought the largest number of guests 
to the Ball 

Then it was time to begin the dancing, the official 
beginning being the Grand March into the Canadian 
Room behind the full Pipes and Drums of the 48th 
Highlanders. At the interval, the McDonnell School 
of Highland Dance treated us to a dazzling display of 
traditional and contemporary Highland Dancing. This 
year the ceilidh dancing in the Canadian Room was 
of a very high standard involving was a high level of 
participation on the part of our guests. 

During the evening, two photographers from hadaball.
com managed to capture much of the fun and the 
pageantry in nearly 1000 photos – all of which have 
been posted on their website for you to view and 
also to download for free (www.hadaball.com). It’s a 
wonderful reminder of an amazing and terrific evening. 

As a fitting climax, our night ended with the Beating 
of Retreat – a customary display of the full band of the 
Pipes and Drums of the 48th Highlanders which is the 
height of the Military Piper’s art and is both stirring 
and beautiful.

We look forward to welcoming you and your friends 
back at next year’s Ball! Mark it in your calendars now 
– Saturday, November 19, 2016.

President Rory Sinclair 
presenting the Duncan tartan 
to our Guest of Honour

Head of Ball Committee 
Glenda Vergos

Left: the 48th 
Highlanders 

piping in 
dancing.

Far left: Guest 
of Honour the 

Hon. Kirsty 
Duncan, M.P., 

P.C. with 
members 

of the 48th 
Highlanders.

St. Andrew’s 
Charity 

Ball 2015
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Come one! Come all! For the REAL celebration of 
the Birthday of Robert Burns!

Monday January 25th – 11:00 am at the Statue of 
Robert Burns in Allan Gardens (Sherbourne and 
Carlton – note that the statue is on the Sherbourne 
side of the Park.)

There will be piping, haggis, whisky, neeps, tatties, 
singing, and good cheer!

This event can be chilly, but the haggis is warm and 
so is the company.

We gather at the Burns Statue in Allan Gardens 
to honour Burns on THE day and then repair to a 
cosy pub to continue with the festivities.

Get set for a joyous evening of music as roots-music 
icon Ken Whiteley and his friends return to St. 
Andrew’s Church (King W. & Simcoe) for This 
Little Light on Saturday, February 6 at 7:30 pm 
Presented by Music at St. Andrew’s, this fourth 
annual Mardi Gras celebration will feature Gospel 
favourites and Swing Spirituals. There will also 
be a free dance party for ticketholders’ children 
(ages 5–12) and a friendly post-concert reception 
with delicious New Orleans-inspired treats. This 
Little Light will be a fun evening, but one with a 
serious intent, as St. Andrew’s will also be raising 

money through donations and a draw to sponsor 
its refugee family. The event will also support This 
Little Light, a local social enterprise that will sell its 
beautiful handcrafted candles this evening.

Advance tickets ($25 single or $20 each for groups 
of four or more) are available at Eventbrite, via: 
standrewstoronto.org. Bring your friends and 
family! Group discounts are available only on 
Eventbrite. Regular-priced tickets can also be 
purchased at the door: cash or credit card.

For more info, call (416) 593-5600, ext. 231

We are greatly looking forward to our annual 
celebration of Robert Burns on Friday, January 29, 
2016 at the University Club of Toronto. As well as 
the traditional piping in and Address to the Haggis 
and toasts to the Lassies and Laddies, the evening 
will feature Professor David Wilson who will 
deliver The Immortal Memory, and Christopher 
Tait for our entertainment as “Robert Burns Live.”

Professor Wilson is an old friend of our Society; 
after heading up the Celtic Studies Program at St. 
Michael’s College he recently took up a position as 
Professor of History at University of Toronto, with 
a focus on modern Irish history. David is a most 
engaging and entertaining speaker and we look 
forward to hearing his perspective on Robert Burns. 

Christopher Tait is acknowledged to be Scotland’s 
leading Robert Burns reenactor; he has performed 
for audiences worldwide and in 2009, the 250th 
anniversary of the birth of Robert Burns, he 
was chosen by VisitScotland to become the face 
of the Homecoming Scotland celebrations. In 
period costume, Christopher bears an uncanny 
resemblance to the Burns we know from portraits, 
so be prepared to be carried back in your 
imagination to the late 1700s as we hear many of 
the poet’s beloved works and of his life and times.

Last year’s event sold out quickly, leaving several 
members disappointed. Be sure to apply for tickets 
early!

Upcoming 
events
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This Newsletter would not be possible were it 
not for the following people, who so generously 
contributed their time and effort. Thank you!
Rory Sinclair
Darren Purse

Anne Moir
Graham Desson
Ann Pennington
Susan Paterson
And of course, Ian McHaffie

Thanks to Scottie and Tam at rampantscotland.com!

A new brew?
The newly formed Scottish Tea 
Growers’ Association met up in 
sunny Perthshire to hold their 
first annual general meeting.

While traditionally no one 
would have considered Scotland 
a natural location for tea, this 
variety (Camellia sinensis sinensis) 
stems from the Himalayas 
and already grows at minus 15 
degrees centigrade.

Due to the slower growth of the 
Scottish leaf all of the resulting 
teas develop superior flavours.

There are now ten growers trying 
to bring the new sector to the 
boil. Unique teas are being grown 
and developed in Aberdeenshire, 
the Isle of Mull, Lismore, 
Orkney, Peebles, Perthshire and 
Dumfries and Galloway.

A processing centre for 
freshly picked tea leaf is under 
construction at Perth & Kinross. 
For more information, go to their 
website http://weeteacompany.
com/index.php/teatorial.html

Scots teed off by the 
Donald

The Republican front-runner 
may have made a good job of 
poshing up the Turnberry Hotel 
and championship course, but 
his Klannish comments in the 
Presidential elections have led to 
quite a backlash in the U.K.

An online petition to have 
him banned from the U.K. has 
attracted over 500,000 signatures. 
It is unlikely to have any effect, 
however.

In Scotland, an honorary degree 
bestowed by Robert Gordon 
University in Aberdeen has been 
withdrawn.

In the initial stages of his Menie 
golf course project he got support 
and praise from the then First 
Minister Alex Salmond. In 
recent weeks, Salmond (now 
a Member of Parliament at 
Westminster in London) and 
Trump have been in the rough, 
trading insults.

Scotland breathes 
again
Scottish music lovers in Toronto 
were saddened by the news 
that Denis Snowdon, host of 
Toronto’s longest-running 
radio show, A Little Breath of 
Scotland, was retiring the show 
from AM740 after his August 
9 episode. However, they will 
be gladdened to hear that both 
Snowdon and his show have 
returned in podcast form! At the 
time of writing there are nine 
episodes, continuing Snowdon’s 
traditional two-hour format. 
New episodes go up every 
Sunday and all podcast episodes 
can be found at http://www.
denissnowdon.com/blog/

News in 
brief

From the 
Editor


