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W

ith the warm summer weather continuing through August, it is hard to believe,
as I write this, that the Labour Day
weekend is upon us. I hope that you have all had a
lovely summer with lots of opportunity to recharge
the batteries for Fall activities.
We had a flurry of event activity in May–June.
In addition to a highly successful Spring Dinner,
where we were splendidly entertained by Rory Sinclair and Stephanie Miletic on the pipes and violin,
we also enjoyed a delightful evening’s hospitality
at Bonhams’ Gallery where we learned about the
Scottish Colourists, and at fairly short notice we
were able to organize a John Buchan “lunch and
learn” at the University Club to take advantage of
Lady Deborah Stewartby’s visit to Toronto. The
events were all well attended and it was especially
gratifying to see several “kent faces” that we hadn’t
seen out for a while. Our thanks to all those who
worked so hard in staging these events.
As many of you know, the Society has been without
a 2nd Vice President for several months. No longer!
I’m delighted to report that Rory Sinclair has
agreed to serve in this position through to the next
AGM. An article with a photo appears on page 5.
Another highly newsworthy item is the adoption by
the Board in May of our Strategic Plan for the years
2012–2015. The planning process was initiated in
early 2012 and we were guided through by the ever
cheerful and extremely capable Chris Govern of
Management Advisory Services. We had the benefit of a good deal of input from Society members
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who responded to our questionnaires, and we also
had a full complement of Board members out for
our workshop sessions. I would like to convey my
appreciation to all who participated in this important work.

From the
President

The highlights of the Strategic Plan are given on
page 6 of this issue. So now we move into the
implementation phase of the Plan. To achieve our
objectives we need a steady infusion of fresh faces
and ideas on our committees and as office holders.
So, as you review the goals set out in the summary below, please ask yourself if there is an area in
which you could bring your talents to bear. We
have lots to keep us busy in the coming months!
One of our most pressing needs has been the development of a new website; the Communications
Committee has been very active over the summer
and this project is heading for completion by the
end of September. We look forward to reporting
on progress on this and other fronts in the coming
months.
A final word on the Charity Ball. This is an important part of our tradition; the event that the
community most readily associates with the Society
and probably the single best way to introduce the
Society to younger participants. So, if you have
family and friends of a younger vintage who need a
night out with a difference, why not go ahead and
organize a table?
Best wishes to you all,
Graham

The Fall Meeting, the Charity Ball, the Church Parade,
and (something new) a Theatre Night are all mentioned on pages 2 and 7.
We hope to see you at some or all of these events.

Mark the Date

The St. Andrew’s Charity Ball
Saturday, November 24, 2012
from 6:00 pm to 1:00 am

Practices

for Ceilidh Dancing, November 13 (Tue), 16 (Fri), and 20 (Tue)
at The Moss Park Armouries from 8:00 pm–10:00 pm
for Scottish Country Dancing, November 13 and 20 (both Tuesdays)
at The Moss Park Armouries from 7:30 pm–10:00 pm
Additional Ceilidh Dance practice at Grace Church on-the-Hill
Sunday, November 18, 2:00 pm-4:00 pm
(Advance registration needed. Email strathspey@me.com)
Ticket application forms will be mailed in mid-September
and will be posted on the Society website at the same time.
Tickets: $150 p.p.
(including a taxable donation to the Charitable Funds of The Society)

Timing of the evening
6:00
7:00
9:30
10:00
11:15
1:00

Special Items for this year

Reception
Guests piped in to dinner
(Gourmet meal with Haggis)
Country Dancing starts
Ceilidh Dancing starts
Intermission – see note to the right
The 48th Pipes and Drums play The Retreat

•

We are supporting the Toy Mountain Christmas
Appeal. Please bring an unwrapped toy to one of
the practices or to the Ball.

•

Intermission performance by Champion Highland Dancers from the Julie McDonnell School
of Highland Dance.

176th Annual Church Parade

Sunday November 18
Glenview Presbyterian Church,
1 Glenview Ave.
10:00 am for 10:30 am.
Enter by the long walkway off Glenview Ave.
Assemble in the church hall, and be piped in to the
church. On-street parking available on Yonge St.,
Glenview Ave., and surrounding streets. Nearest
TTC Subway – Lawrence Station.

Fall Meeting Thursday, October 18
48th Highlanders Officers’ Mess
at 7:30 for 8:00

Theatre Night – September 27
No Great Mischief
Details on Page 7
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E

arlier this year, as part of its Scottish cultural
program, the Society completed an agreement to provide financial support over a
five-year term to the Celtic Studies Program at St.
Michael’s College and to the Centre for Scottish
Studies at the University of Guelph. This funding
is being applied to staging an annual “St. Andrew’s
Society Lecture” and to supporting students’ summer research in Scotland.

scope for their talents. Over time, these Scots built
institutions based on Scottish models.
Perhaps in no area was this more apparent than in
the field of gardening! There was a steady migration
of Scottish gardeners to many of the great houses
and estates in England and on the Continent, and
Scots were at the forefront of worldwide plant

Enlightened
Gardeners
by Graham Desson

On March 29th, several Society members had the
good fortune to attend the initial lecture under
this program at St. Michael’s College. The visiting
speaker was Professor Cairns Craig, who heads up
the Research Institute of Irish and Scottish Studies
at the University of Aberdeen. The title of Prof.
Craig’s talk was intriguing: “Gardeners, Physicians, Philosophers: Scotland, Empire, Enlightenment.” He did a masterly job of explaining how
these seemingly disparate disciplines gave rise to a
cross-fertilization that had a major bearing on the
intellectual movement that is now generally known
as the Scottish Enlightenment.
Readers of Arthur Herman’s How the Scots Invented
the Modern World probably assume that the notion
of the Scottish Enlightenment is an old one. Not
so, according to Prof. Craig. This “movement” only
came to be recognized as such when North Americans rewrote Scottish history over the past 30 or so
years and transmitted it back to a receptive Scottish
audience that was eager to find a replacement for
Burns and Scott as the underpinning to Scotland’s
contribution to the development of the modern
world.
One of the fundamental points made by Prof.
Craig was that the output of skilled professionals
from Scottish universities and institutions during
the 18th and 19th centuries was much greater than
the needs of the Scottish economy. The political
union with England of 1707 provided the trigger
for greater economic integration, so well educated
Scots headed south of the border, to the Continent
and to the furthest reaches of the Empire, to find

specimen collecting expeditions; for example,
David Douglas of Douglas Fir fame.
One might well ask how a small country with
substantially barren and infertile terrain could give
rise to all this gardening talent. The answer lies in
the fact that Scotland was the pre-eminent centre
of medical education, and all those medical schools
required botanical gardens. Interestingly, when the
medical students were being taught the medicinal
qualities of plants, others, who were not students,
were free to attend these field classes and thereby
pick up a knowledge of plants and gardening. Since
at one time Scottish-trained doctors and surgeons
were banned from practising in London, many of
them took positions as ship’s surgeons, and became
plant collectors on their voyages as well. The establishment of medical schools and botanical gardens
went hand in hand and Scots were at the forefront
of these developments worldwide.
Prof. Craig’s daughter lives in Toronto and he visits
the city periodically. Hopefully, our friends at the
Celtic Studies Program and the Centre for Scottish Studies will be able to enlist him for a further
presentation in the not too distant future, because
he gave a brilliant performance. He has certainly set
the bar high for future speakers under our program!
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Two Scottish gardens which, like all gardens,
are best seen in colour.
Above, the garden at
Kailzie, near Kirkburn
in the Scottish Borders.
To the left, part of the
garden at Achamore
House on the Isle of
Gigha, off the west coast
of Kintyre.

A young Scottish lad and lass were sitting on a low
stone wall, holding hands, gazing out over the loch.
For several minutes they sat silently. Then finally
the girl looked at the boy and said, “A penny for
your thoughts, Angus.”
“Well, uh, I was thinkin’... perhaps it’s aboot time
for a wee kiss.”
The girl blushed, then leaned over and kissed him
lightly on the cheek.
Then he blushed. The two turned once again to
gaze out over the loch. Minutes passed and the girl
spoke again. “Another penny for your thoughts,
Angus.”
“Well, uh, I was thinkin’ perhaps it’s noo aboot
time for a wee cuddle.” The girl blushed, then
leaned over and cuddled him for a few seconds.
Then he blushed.
And the two turned once again to gaze out over the
loch. After a while, she again said, “Another penny

for your thoughts, Angus.”
“Well, uh, I was thinkin’ perhaps it’s aboot time
you let me put my hand on your leg.” The girl
blushed, then took his hand and put it on her knee.
Then he blushed.
Then the two turned once again to gaze out over
the loch before the girl spoke again. “Another penny for your thoughts, Angus.”
The young man glanced down with a furled brow.
“Well, noo,” he said, “my thoughts are a wee bit
more serious this time.”
“Really?” said the lass in a whisper, filled with
anticipation.
“Aye,” said the lad, nodding.
The girl looked away in shyness, began to blush,
and bit her lip in anticipation of the ultimate
request.
Then he said, “Dae ye nae think it’s aboot time ye
paid me the first three pennies?”

A Smile

The St. Andrew’s Society website is changing!

administer ourselves, we are looking for volunteers
to be part of a web team. No great computer skills
are required – if you can work in Microsoft Word,
you can be an administrator.

The Society
Website

We have selected a talented web designer who will
be bringing the website up-to-date.
It will be much more interactive than at present.
Changes should begin in September. Look for the
changes as they develop. As it will be easy for us to
There was a good crowd in attendance at the annual
Spring Dinner in the delightful setting of the Armour Heights Officers’ Mess. Beginning with a reception for new members, guests were welcomed in
with pipe music played by Rory Sinclair. Cocktails
were enjoyed outdoors, thanks to the warm and
sunny weather. This event was also a celebration of
the Queen’s Jubilee.
After a tasty dinner in a room festooned with
Saltire bunting and Jubilee and Canadian flags,
the programme for the evening began with everyone joining in to sing “O Canada,” “God Save the
Queen,” and “The Maple Leaf Forever,” led on
the piano by Bill Goodfellow. Following this were

The Rev. Dr. Malcolm Sinclair, Minister of the
Congregation, Metropolitan United Church and
a Past President of the St. Andrew’s Society of
Toronto, invites all members to our “Kirkin’ of the
Tartans” service on Sunday, Sept. 23, 2012 at 11:00
am at Metropolitan United Church (Church and
Queen streets, Toronto). The occasion is to honour
the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee, and will include
our own organ, choir and carillon of bells, plus the
RSCDS dancers, musicians and the 78th Fraser
Highlanders (York Garrison).
Depending on whom you believe, the Kirkin’ o’
the Tartan started in the mid-18th century or the
mid-20th. After the suppression of the ’45, when

Please contact information@standrews-society.ca
(attention Anne Moir) if you would like to be
involved in this exciting enterprise.
short business announcements by 1st V.P. Anne
Moir, who deputized for our travelling President,
Graham Desson.

I think I fell out of
my cradle laughing
at this hoary old
chestnut – but maybe it’s
new to some.
It came from
the President.

by Anne Moir, Project
Manager and First
Vice-President

Spring Dinner

Then came the highlight of the evening—we were
treated to a stellar performance of traditional music.
Rory Sinclair on pipes, Stephanie Miletic on fiddle,
and Doug Paisley on guitar kept us enthralled with
their high spirits and virtuosity. The music ranged
from being beautifully soulful to vigorous toe-tapping and clapping. The musicians were given a
standing ovation.
Thanks to John Hutchinson’s organizing skills, the
evening ran very smoothly.

wearing the tartan was outlawed, the populace went
to church wearing a concealed piece of the tartan
and, at a certain moment set aside in the service,
the tartan was touched while the minister pronounced a blessing on all tartans and the Scots once
more pledged their loyalty and respect for their old
traditions.
OR(!) The late Rev. Peter Marshall made reference
in a sermon in the early 1940s to a Kirkin’ o’ the
Tartan service.

You takes your pick! But come on September 23
anyway. If the weather is fine, come early and gather
outside – you’ll be sure to find some other Society
members. And be sure to dress for the occasion.
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Kirkin’ o’ the
Tartan

T

Second
VicePresident

he President is pleased to announce that
Rory Sinclair has accepted the nomination
as Second Vice-President, made by the
Board, in accordance with the Bylaws. Rory will
hold office until the next Annual General Meeting
of members.
Rory’s distinctions are many: he is a piper (player,
composer of pipe music, recorder of three CDs,
and Piper to the Earl of Caithness, Chief of Clan
Sinclair); he is a businessman, owner of a firm
primarily involved in renovations, additions and
restorations of older homes in downtown Toronto; a director, for 12 years, of the Association in
Defence of the Wrongly Convicted; a community
volunteer and activist (with distinctions and awards
too numerous to mention here); and he has been
an active Scot, having served as both Secretary and
President of the Clan Sinclair Association of Canada, a member of The Society for over 20 years and,
for 10 years, a member of The Ball Committee.

I

’ve poached a pickel paitricks when the leaves were turnin’ sere,
I’ve poached a twa-three hares an’ grouse, an’ mebbe whiles a deer,
But ou, it seems an unco thing, an’ jist a wee mysterious,
Hoo any mortal could contrive to poach a rhinocerious.
I’ve crackit wi’ the keeper, pockets packed wi’ pheasants’ eggs,
An’ a ten-pun’ saumon hangin’ doun in baith my trouser legs,
But eh, I doot effects wud be a wee thing deleterious
Gin ye shuld stow intil yer breeks a brace o’ rhinocerious.
I mind hoo me an’ Wullie shot a Royal in Braemar,
An’ brocht him doun tae Athol by the licht o’ mune an’ star.
An’ eh, Sirs! but the canny beast contrived tae fash an’ weary us –
Yet stags maun be but bairn’s play beside a rhinocerious.

A

I thocht I kent o’ poachin’ jist as muckle’s ither men,
But there is still a twa-three things I doot I dinna ken;
An’ noo I cannot rest, my brain is growin’ that deleerious
Tae win awa’ tae Africa an’ poach a rhinocerious.

Poaching in
Excelsis
This poem was penned by
G. K. Menzies (sometime
Secretary to the Royal
Academy of Arts, who
died in 1940) in response
to an article in the South
African Press headed:
“Two men were fined
£120 apiece for poaching
a white rhinoceros.”
Poaching, while officially
deplored, is something of a
Scottish tradition!

Flowers of the
Forest:
Alastair
Normand

lastair Normand passed away on Canada Day in
his 90th year. He was a long-time member of our
Society, and was proud of the fact that he and
his wife Maggie had missed only two St. Andrew’s Balls
in the last fifty years. For many years, they hosted several
tables of family and friends at the Ball.
His legacy to the Ball is that his daughter Jean is
bringing the next generation of Normands to the Ball,
and she sits on the Ball Committee as well. Alastair
and Maggie were also members of Glenview Scottish
Country Dancers.
Alastair came to Canada from Scotland in 1953,
working as an engineer for BA, Gulf, and Petro-Canada
until retirement. He was a keen sailor and life member
of the RCYC, sailing in his “Scotch Mist.”
He will be sorely missed.
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The John
Buchan
Lunch

a report by Graham
Desson

Lord Tweedsmuir as
Goveror General

O

n June 7th, the Society in conjunction with
the University Club of Toronto, hosted a
very successful “lunch and learn” at which
our guest speaker was Lady Deborah Stewartby, a
granddaughter of John Buchan, 1st Baron Tweedsmuir, and one of Canada’s best loved and most
successful Governors General. Deborah’s illustrated
talk was entitled “John Buchan: the 39 Steps to
Governor General—The Years In Between.”
For many of us, JB is merely the author of those
fast-paced adventure yarns we enjoyed in our youth
and Tweedsmuir is a name associated with high
schools across the country; we have little appreciation of the range and depth of his talent. Deborah
reminded us of the varied and successful career of
this remarkable Scot, with particular emphasis on
his five years in Canada when he proved to be a
progressive and hands-on Governor General with
strong views on education. In this connection, it
was very appropriate
that Mary MacKay
MacMillan was able to
show Deborah the GG
Medal she received a
few years ago as a star
pupil!

Mary MacMillan and actor friend George Hart chat
with Lady Dorothy Stewartby. Both met Lord Tweedsmuir when he was G.G., she having received a medal
for academic honours, he for a great performance in the
Dominion Drama Festival.

We will:
•
•
•
•
•
•

We probably also
needed reminding that
JB was the initiator of
the Governor General’s Award for Canadian Literature. Doug
Gibson, Secretary of

the Society and publisher
of several recipients of this
prestigious award, was on
hand to give us an overview
of many of the winners
over the years, and to give
us his thoughts on the
importance of the prize
in encouraging Canadian
literary talent.
JB himself and the next
generation of the family had a great fascination
with and love for the Canadian far north. So we
were delighted to have with us Ken McGoogan, a
member of the Society and author of a quartet of
books on Arctic history, to extend our thanks to
our speaker. Ken presented Deborah with a copy of
his recent book How the Scots Invented Canada, in
which JB is given honorable coverage.
Postscript
One of the reasons for Deborah’s Canadian visit
was to raise awareness of the ongoing fundraising
efforts of the John Buchan Society for re-location
of the John Buchan Museum from Broughton to
Peebles, a lovely town on the northern edge of the
Scottish Border country, less than an hour’s drive
from Edinburgh. I have recently learned that The
Honourable David Johnston, our current Governor General, has agreed to become Patron of the
Appeal. Donations from Canada can be made by
going to www.johnbuchanstory.co.uk and clicking
on Make a Donation.

Highlights of the Society’s Strategic Plan

Increase membership by attracting and retaining members who are interested in Scottish heritage by
offering active engagement in social, charitable, educational and networking events
Enhance our capacity to give to GTA charities that can leverage our donation for greater community
impact. Increase our regular giving to build our investment capital
Enhance existing events and introduce new activities. Appeal to an expanded constituency and add
value to SAS membership
Build our capacity to engage with our communities; adopt more efficient technologies; embrace social media to build on-line engagement
Define how we work to engage younger members and involve more members on the Board and in
the community
Build ongoing, energetic relationships with other Scottish groups and societies to achieve mutual
aims 				
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From time to time The Society assists researchers looking
at Society-related topics. The following notes are taken
from emails recently received by the Editor from (then)
doctoral student, Mr. Mark Celinscak
…My dissertation re-examines the surrender and
relief of the Bergen-Belsen concentration camp
in northwest Germany at the end of the Second
World War. While it is well known that
Bergen-Belsen was surrendered to the British Army
in April 1945, hundreds of Canadians also assisted
and hundreds more encountered the camp through
informal visits and authorized tours. The remarkable Canadian efforts at this camp have not been
properly acknowledged, studied or documented.
My dissertation reveals the considerable Canadian
involvement and surveys the personal narratives
of both British and Canadian military personnel
as they responded to the dreadful situation at the
camp …
…I titled my project: At War’s End: Allied Forces at
Bergen-Belsen. The thesis defense went extremely
well and I was honoured to have my work nominated for a York University Dissertation Prize.
When I began my research five years ago I was
aware of only a handful of Canadians who had
become involved at Bergen-Belsen. However,
five years later, having conducted research in four
counties and countless archives, I have the names
of well over 1,000 Canadians who encountered
the camp during the spring and summer of 1945.
Like their British counterparts, though arriving
at the camp in smaller numbers, were Canadian
airmen, paratroopers, soldiers, doctors and nurses,
padres, nutritional and agricultural experts, war
artists and photographers. While I believe I have
made significant inroads in regards to the Canadian
Burns Birthday Celebration at the Statue		

involvement, I also believe I have added to the
growing body of knowledge relating to the British
participation. I made a number of interesting and
exciting discoveries concerning the British efforts at
the camp.
While on his first visit to North America in 1962,
the late Reverend Leslie Hardman is quoted as
saying, “I don’t think sufficient tribute has been
paid to the Canadian troops who helped out at the
concentration camp at Belsen.” During the war
Hardman was a military chaplain with VIII Corps
of the British Army. He did as much as anyone to
aid the victims at Bergen-Belsen. It is my hope that
I have shed a light on the efforts of both British and
Canadian military personnel.
In a more recent email Dr. Celinscak (his doctorate
was conferred in June of this year) advises that he is
now a postdoctoral research fellow at the United States
Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington. He is
developing two projects simultaneously: one detailing
the Canadian involvement at Bergen-Belsen, and the
second, an edited collection of first-hand accounts by
Canadians who were at the camp.
The Society’s connection was through the late Past
President, Major the Reverend Ross K. Cameron, who
was one of the Canadians who visited Bergen-Belsen
and who offered assistance to those there. The Editor
is grateful to The Hon. Justice Donald Cameron, a
Past-President of the Society and also son of Ross K.
for providing a copy of an article written by his father
in The Front Line in November, 1945. Extracts from
that publication will appear in the next newsletter.
Dr. Celinscak’s dissertation will shortly be available
through the ProQuest Dissertations database. It can be
accessed via any public or university library.
Friday, January 25, 2013

Burns Supper at the University Club		
Friday, January 25, 2013
The Immortal Memory will be proposed by The Rev. Dr. Andrew Stirling (Timothy Eaton Memorial Church)
Annual General Meeting				

Date in February, 2013

St. Andrew’s Charity Ball				

Saturday, November 30, 2013

Thursday, September 27, 8:00 pm. No Great Mischief, based on the award-winning novel by Alistair
MacLeod (published by our own Douglas Gibson)
at the Tarragon Theatre. Doors open at 7:30 pm,
and there is no reserved seating. For tickets (at 20%
discounted prices), please send a cheque for $31.00
for each senior’s (over 65) ticket or $39.00 for each
adult ticket to: John Hutchinson, 463 St. Clements
Ave., Toronto, ON M5N 1M2.
In view of the limited number of tickets (15 adult,
15 seniors) and the short time available, please

Canada at
the relief
of BergenBelsen

email or call John (jhutchinson@sympatico.ca) or
(416-482-0447) before mailing your cheque.
The Tarragon Theatre is located at 30 Bridgman
Ave. (runs east off Bathurst one block north of Dupont. By car, there is a parking lot across from the
theatre). By TTC, there is easy access from either
Dupont Station (walk west on Dupont and north
on Howland) or Bathurst Station (take Bathurst
7 bus to Bridgman and walk two blocks east on
Bridgman).
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2013 Dates
more information
in the next
Newsletter

Theatre Night

Islay Malts

Some of us are fans of Islay malt whiskies, known
the world over for their smoky, peaty taste. The
island is largely made up of peat, which gives the
whisky its characteristic tang. Despite its small size,
Islay has nine distilleries. For the computer-oriented try www.islayinfo.com – it’s worth a wander!
For those who must watch their wallets (many Islay
malts are over $100 a bottle) try Smokehead Extra
Rare. The LCBO carries it at $59.95 a bottle.
By the way, in case it’s needed, the island is pronounced “EYE-la.”

Things Unicorn

As if using the Internet were not complicated
enough! There are two publishers of Scottish books
(and other material) operating under the name of

Unicorn Press. One is reached through unicornlimited.com, the other through unicornpress.org.
The former operates out of Alabama, the latter is
based in London. Try both URLs for interesting
Scottish books and other items.

News in Brief

Drinking the Wind: At the Limits of
Endurance by John Tytler Thomson

Without giving too much away, this book tells
the story of a man and a horse. The man learns to
ride as part of his rehabilitation from a stroke. So
successful is he that within 18 months he is able to
take part in the Trans Scotland Endurance Ride.
A fascinating read for those interested in horses,
reahabilitation or just Scotland. In the words of
one reviewer: “The description of Scottish scenery,
history and culture is breathtaking.”

Graham Desson – President
Anne Moir – 1st Vice-President
Rory Sinclair – 2nd Vice-President
Alister Mason – Hon. Treasurer
Douglas Gibson – Hon. Secretary
Alec Clute – Hon. Counsel
Pat Main – Past President
John Hutchinson – Chief Marshal

Malcolm Sinclair – Chair, Grants Committee
Frank Moir – Chair, Membership Committee
Donald Cameron – Chair, Investment Committee
Katey Witt – Chair, Ball Committee
(Co-chair with 48th Highlanders Chair)
Peter Fleming – Chair, Communications Committee
Douglas Worling – Director at Large

Members of
the Board

The Society recently received an email from Kerrie Kennedy, an instructor at the Toronto Gaelic
Learners’ Association. If members are interested in
following up this information, they are invited to
do so directly.

The fall session will run from September 15–
November 24, 2012. We have three levels:
Beginner,
Beginner 2 + “Intermediate”/ Level 3, and
Level 4.

Languages

We have easygoing, low-key classes, although all
No Gaelic knowledge or experience is required for
our students work quite diligently to develop their
the beginner class. However, September 2012 is
Scottish Gaelic Language
the only Beginner class
skills. And it’s never a bad
we will have this year.
Some Gaelic to whet the appetite:
thing to have some conThere is no minimum
tact between our Scottish
or maximum age for
Slainte mhath (pronounced: slancha va) means
Canadian cultural groups.
our classes. Most
“Good health (to you)”
students last year were
Our classes take place on
Ciamar a tha sibh? (pronounced: kimmer a ha
adults, but we have had
shiv) means “How are you?”
the University of
students ranging in age
Toronto campus at 121
Tapadh leibh (pronounced: tapa layve) means
from 12–86. They all
St. Joseph Street, Alum“thank you”
had a good time and
ni Hall – a two-minute
advanced their Gaelic
walk south from Museum
abilities.
subway station. The classes are on Saturday mornings from 10:00 am–noon with a short break about
For details, visit torontogaelic.ca. Class registration
halfway through, and yes, students can bring a
information is on the website, along with some
morning coffee with them to class.
photos of some of the fun we have in our classes,
although I think we left off the Cranachan advenWe primarily work on conversational skills, along
ture that we had (you’ll have to come to classes if
with reading and writing in Gaelic. We do some
you want to know about that one).
singing, watch movies, play games, and occassionally break out and have a dance class in the hallway.
Contact points:
kerriejk@yahoo.com or 416-743-3398
-8-

A reminder that in
Scotland there are really
three languages used:
English
Lowland Scots
and Gaelic

