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t is a pleasure to report on the highlights of
2013. In March we had a very successful Malt
Whisky Tasting and Dinner Event at the
Albany Club.
In April there was a flurry of Tartan Week events
attended by several Board members. The events
run by Homecoming Scotland were a Harris
Tweed event, a Scotland Week reception, and a
Homecoming Scotland Kick-off Event. Two events
run by the Scottish Studies Foundation were the
Scottish Studies Spring Colloquium and the Scot of
the Year Dinner.
May 24th saw our very enjoyable Spring Dinner.
Colin Hennigar gave a most interesting talk about
the National Trust of Scotland, and about Charles
Rennie Mackintosh and Hill House. Daniel
MacLaughlin and Matt Banally provided tuneful
entertainment, with guests invited to join in singing
some of the songs. We were well looked after by
the staff at the Armour Heights Officers’ Mess.
In late June, I had a very pleasant farewell lunch
with Prof. Graeme Morton of Guelph, and of the

W

elcome to the new look of the
Newsletter. We hope you will
enjoy the feel of it. As was the case
before, there are two editions of the newsletter,
one for distribution through regular mail (which
is entirely in black and white printed on a
coloured letterhead), the other for distribution
through email. The latter edition includes colour
photographs, “hot” links (click on them and you
go there) and a more extensive use of colour
throughout.
Our thanks for the new masthead and other
changes in appearance go to David Kopulos, who
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June 21		 Battle of Bannockburn (page 3 – order tickets today)
October 16		 Fall Meeting (more in the September issue)
November 16		 Annual Church Parade (more in the September issue)
November 29

Charity Ball (more in the September issue)

Scottish Studies Foundation. He has returned
to Scotland to take up a position at Dundee
University. In early September, Frank and I spent a
very enjoyable afternoon sailing on the tall ship the
Empire Sandy. This is an annual event run by the
Scottish Studies Foundation.
Our Fall Meeting saw the unveiling of our
stylish new logo. We were entertained by Julie
McDonnell, who gave a presentation about
their trip to the World Highland Dancing
Championships in Scotland. Julie and her dancers

From the
President,
Anne Moir
(The AGM
report)

continued on page 2

also designed our new website.
You will notice that the print is slightly smaller, but
the space between the lines is slightly larger. If you
have trouble reading the Newsletter, please get in
touch with the Editor.
Several of us spent a number of hours thinking of
possible new titles for the publication. However,
after many attempts, we decided that the name
“Newsletter” was just fine: it says what it is.
Please feel free to share your comments or requests.
The Newsletter is for its readers, so it is valuable to
hear from those with suggestions.

From the
Editor

The Newsletter of The St. Andrew’s Society of
Toronto appears three times a year.
The President of the Society is Anne Moir.
The Editor of the Newsletter is Ian McHaffie, who
may be reached at mchaffieian@mac.com, by phone
at 905-846-0567, or by fax at 905-846-1783.
The Society website is www.standrews-society.ca
continued from page 1

thanked us for providing a financial contribution
to the trip. The talk was followed by a delightful
dance, called “Tribute,” performed by the youngest
dancer, Rory.
Guests at the Burns Dinner were treated to fine
performances by three board members: Doug
Gibson’s “Immortal Memory,” Graham Desson’s
“Address to the Haggis,” and Malcolm Sinclair’s
“Toast to the Lassies.” New member Glenda
Vergos gave a spirited “Reply.”

CHARITY BALL 2013
We made the sad decision to cancel the RSCDS
Ballroom in 2013. There has been dwindling
attendance from the RSCDS in recent years, down
to 60 people in 2012. It was not financially viable to
keep the Ballroom going.
We had 552 attendees, up from last year, even
without the RSCDS. Many toys came in for the
Christmas Wish this year. It gave us publicity on
CHUM FM and CP24. Member of the Scottish
Parliament Michael Russell was a great late
addition to the evening.
We made a profit of $24,163, of which the Society
will receive $14,498 (48th $9,665). This is the best
profit in the years that Katey has been Chair, and
indeed it is the best profit within recent memory.
The date of this year’s Charity Ball is November 29,
2014.
Success like this is thanks to the long volunteer
hours given by the amazing Ball Committee, led by
Katey Witt. Special thanks to Michael Noble for
his table-organizing expertise, to Jean Normand,
who takes on the huge task of managing the Ball
database and for sending out tax receipts, and
to Frank Moir for setting up and implementing
online ticket sales. More special thanks to Darren

The mailing address is
St. Andrew’s Society (or Charitable Foundation)
PO Box 94024,
3409 Yonge Street,
Toronto, ON M4N 2M8.

Contact
points

Email to the Society may be sent either through the
“Contact” form on the website or to
information@standrews-society.ca.

Purse, who revolutionized the Ball decorations and
had the Canadian Room and the Foyer look more
festive than they have in years. Darren also arranged
for hadaball.com to take the photographs, and to
make them available online for all attendees.

GRANTS AND DONATIONS
In the year ended August 31, 2013, the Society
made donations to 11 charities for a total of
$41,500. In the prior year it was 15 charities for
$47,610.
The reason for the lower grants was the fact that
the Foundation and Society incurred higher costs
during the year – primarily related to website
development and the fact that the 2012 Ball income
was lower.
We made cultural awards of $4,000. $2,000 of this
went to the Celtic Studies Program at St. Michael’s
College as the first installment of our five-year
commitment to a visiting speaker program at this
school, and at the Centre for Scottish Studies
at Guelph University. In late March several of
us had the good fortune to hear the outstanding
initial lecture by Prof. Cairns Craig of Aberdeen
University, “Gardeners, Physicians, Philosophers:
Scotland, Empire, Enlightenment.”

MEMBERSHIP AND COMMUNICATIONS
The Society attracted 24 new members in FY 2013,
and 20 new members so far in FY 2014 (since
September 1, 2013). Online payments have been
successfully initiated for membership donation
and Ball ticket sales through the new website.
Frank Moir continues to work on the Membership
database.
The number of regular members as at August 31,
2013 was 179 compared with 177 a year earlier.
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T

he Battle of Bannockburn, which was
fought on June 23 and 24, 1314, was a
major Scottish victory in the Wars of
Independence between England and Scotland.

•

The Mechanics of War in 1314: Brig. Gen.
Julian Chapman (a serving officer in the
Canadian forces and history enthusiast)

•

The Saints of the Scottish Country Will Fight
Today: Mairi Cowan of the University of
Toronto

•

The battle was not only important for its result, the
rout of the English army, but it has become iconic
in Scottish culture as a symbol of Scotland’s success.

Bannockburn, Barbour’s Bruce, and the Reign
of Robert I: Andrew McDonald (of Brock
University, who earned his Ph.D. in the
Scottish Studies Program, University of
Guelph)

•

The St. Andrew’s Society of Toronto is marking
this 700th anniversary with two events: a
symposium and a concert. Both will take place on
Saturday, June 21, 2014, and will explore the theme
“The Battle of Bannockburn, then and now:
1314–2014.”

Bannockburn: a Talisman for Scottish
Independence?: Prof. Barbara Murison
(Western University)

In the evening starting at 8 pm there will be a Celtic
Concert at the El Mocambo, 464 Spadina Avenue,
Toronto. Details as on the poster.

Although the battle took place at Bannockburn, the
real target was Stirling Castle, about three miles
from the battle site. King Edward II, leading the
English army, hoped as well to defeat the Scottish
army in battle, thereby putting an end to Scotland’s
hope of independence.

The
Battle of
Bannockburn:
The 700th
Anniversary

The symposium will take place at St. Michael’s
College, University of Toronto, starting at 2 pm.
The following are the speakers and their topics:
•

The National Story since Bannockburn: Graham
Morton (Dundee University, until recently
holder of the Scottish Studies Chair at the
University of Guelph)

Tickets for the Bannockburn Events

Tickets are available online (only) using the Eventbrite website. Go to the
Society website (www.standrews-society.ca) then to Events > All upcoming
events. Choose the event you want and then, at the bottom of the page,
click on “Buy your tickets here” to be taken to the Eventbrite site.
The tickets ($20 for the Symposium; $25 for the Concert) are subject to
an Eventbrite fee and HST, which means the Symposium tickets will cost
$24.79 each and the Concert tickets will cost $30.74. Payment is by Visa or
MasterCard.
For those without Internet access, Darren Purse has agreed to submit
applications to Eventbrite. An application form is enclosed with the
Newsletters that are sent by mail.
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The value of regular donations for FY 2013
increased by $1,085 over 2012. The number of life
members as at August 31/2013 was 119 compared
with 127 a year earlier. The value of life member
donations for FY 2013 decreased by $625 over
2012. The combined average donation has increased
by almost $20 over the last two years, and now
stands at $113.

enthusiasm. We owe her many thanks.

About 110 members are reached by regular
mail, with the rest being emailed. In view of the
upcoming increase in postage, it is to be hoped
that more members will accept having notices, tax
receipts and Newsletters emailed.

While the St. Patrick’s Day Malt Whisky Tasting/
Dinner in March 2013 was a great success, earning
$900 for the Society, it was also hard to get the
numbers needed.

It was decided that there is still a need to have a
Communications Committee. The responsibilities
and tasks of both the Membership and
Communications Committees are too broad to put
into one committee. Mark MacLean, our 2nd VP is
continuing as Acting Communications Committee
Chair until tasks are redefined and a new Chair is
identified.
An unsung heroine, dealing with technical
website issues, is Society member Jenna Little.
Jenna responds to every request speedily and with

PROGRAM COMMITTEE
We have been fortunate to have the very able,
enthusiastic and hard-working Darren Purse as
our Program Chair. He arranged for several new
events in 2013, including a family-oriented event,
initiatives that were asked for in our Strategic Plan.

From the
President
(continued)

The Spring Dinner and Fall Meeting went well, as
reported above.
The planned trip to Campbellford for “Burns to
Brigadoon” had to be cancelled because of lack of
support. The delightful Famous People Players
“Cool Yule” event only happened because enough
Board members went to make up the numbers
needed. Similarly, sad to say, this year’s Malt
Whisky Tasting/Dinner has had to be cancelled
because of lack of support. It is very disappointing.
Great thanks are due to Darren who worked
extremely hard to arrange all these events.
continued on page 5

Two recent activities have absorbed some time
of the two ordained members of our Board of
Directors. A dramatic presentation of The Vicar of
Dibley (based on the TV comedy of the same name)
saw Past President,The Rev. Dr. Malcolm Sinclair,
playing David, Chair of the Parish Council, (below

left) and The Rev. Mark MacLean, our 2nd VicePresident, playing David’s son Hugo. Too bad that
the play only ran for three nights in early April.
One way to enjoy this long winter was to take part
in the Society’s Kilted Ski Day. Mark took his
children, Alison and Joseph, kilt-wearers all.

4

Can you
recognize
them?

continued from page 4

Two new events are in hand for this year: a Kilted
Ski Day took place on March 15 and a Golf in
Kilts Day is planned for the spring. Mark MacLean
organizes these events. We are looking for you to
spread the word and encourage skiers and golfers to
take part in these events.

INVESTMENT COMMITTEE
The market value of the Society and Foundation
investments at Dec. 31, 2012 totalled $1,146,063.
On Dec. 31, 2013 they totalled $1,185,138. This
was even after payment of Manager’s orders for
grants, travel scholarships, expenses, and other
disbursements.
Our portfolio continues to be managed by the
Stovel Group. We also have members’ donations
and other revenue to add to our income.
The Investment Committee has had Don Cameron
ably at the helm as Chair for some years. He is
retiring from the Board; we will miss his wisdom
and humour at meetings.

TRUSTEE ISSUE
There has been misunderstanding in the recent past
about the eligibility of Trustees for the Foundation.
With advice from our Honorary Counsel, Alec
Clute, the Board will be discussing this issue in
April.

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN
Some building blocks are in place for a Capital
Campaign, thanks to an initial donation of $5000.
We plan to make the membership aware of
developments over the next few months.

BATTLE OF BANNOCKBURN
As described on page 3, the 700th anniversary of
the Battle of Bannockburn is being marked by
a symposium and a concert. The hard-working
committee is Darren Purse, Rory Sinclair, Mark
MacLean, Ruth Jones, Robert Glickman, and
myself. Ruth and Bob have generously sponsored
the Symposium. For tickets, see page 3.

(conclusion)

IN CONCLUSION
We are very appreciative of the work and support
given to the Society by Margo Street, our assistant
to the Hon. Secretary and Jennifer Whelpton, our
assistant to the Hon. Treasurer.
John Hutchinson has been a stellar Chief Marshal.
Last year he gave us notice that he was planning to
step down. John has kept us in our places, lined us
up, arranged meetings with the Pipe Band, and with
his encyclopedic knowledge of things St. Andrews,
has been able to answer many questions and unravel
a few knots. He is going to be greatly missed. I
thank him for being such a great support to me
during my first year as president.
I would like to thank my hard working and
dedicated Board of Directors and the many
volunteers who contributed to the success of the
Society’s activities during the year.
Special thanks are due to my right-hand man, 1st
Vice President Rory Sinclair, for his support, and
to Past President Graham Desson, who has been a
wonderful mentor to me this last year.
Anne Moir, President

We welcome the following new members, who have joined the Society since the last time we published
a “New Members List.” We hope they enjoy the opportunity to celebrate all things Scottish and join
with others in making a difference in the lives of those less fortunate than ourselves.
Elliott Davis
Lori Kantymir
Inez Macrae
William Davidson
Paul Doughty
David M. Wallace
Graham Andrews
Sarah Norris Andrews

From the
President

Robert Gibb
Sally Gibb
Nathan MacDonald
Charles Skelton
Mary Mitchell
Linda Patricia Rees-Shaw
Michael Dartnell
Donna Carmichael

William Reid
James Crouch
Alison Crouch
Pearl Sawyer
John H. Sawyer
Simon Burke
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New
Members

The business of the Society is conducted by a Board
of Directors, who are elected each year at the
Annual General Meeting. Most positions are filled
for two years, so that there are usually few changes
made in the even-numbered years. The following
are the Board members elected at the 2014 AGM.

The day-to-day operations of the Society are
handled by committees, each of which is chaired
by a Board Member, as indicated above. The
following are the committee members other than
the Chairs. The President is, ex officio, a member of
all committees.

The President
Anne Moir
First Vice-President
Rory Sinclair
Second Vice-President
Rev. Mark McLean
Honorary Treasurer
Ann Pennington
Honorary Secretary
Douglas Gibson (PP)
Honorary Counsel
Alex Clute
Chair, Program Committee
Darren Purse
A/Chair, Communications Cttee
Rev. Mark
McLean
Chair, Membership Committee
Frank Moir
Chair, Investment Committee
Kevin Little
Chair, Grants Committee
Rev. Dr. Malcolm
Sinclair (PP)
Co-Chair Ball Committee
Kathryn Witt
(with the 48th Highlanders),
Chief Marshal
Peter Brady
Past President
Graham Desson (PP)
Member at Large
Stewart Kilpatrick
Member at Large
Douglas Worling

Grants Committee
Rev. Will Ingram
Jeanette MacDonald
Dr. Patricia Main
Graham Desson
Membership Committee
Bill Walker
Bill McDonald
Communications Committee
Rory Sinclair
Peter Fleming
Jenna Little
Ian McHaffie
Andrew Mair
Frank Moir
Susan Paterson
Nathan MacDonald
Investment Committee
John Catto
Graham Desson
Ann Pennington (ex officio)
Ball Committee
Rory Sinclair
Glenda Vergos
Graham Desson
Michael Noble
Jean Normand
Peter Fleming
Darren Purse
Peter Brady
Program Committee
Rory Sinclair

(PP) = Past President

The Society has lost two friends recently.

Watch for these
events in the Fall.
More information in
the Fall Newsletter.
Meeting of Members – October 16
Church Parade – November 16
St. Andrew’s Charity Ball – November 29

James Carnegie of Brechin had been a member for
some time, although the distance between Brechin
and Toronto prevented his attending as many
meetings as he might have wished.
John Stirling, who passed away in March at the
age of 82, enjoyed many activities in addition to his
successful career in business. He enjoyed all forms
of boating, cottage life, and was an avid Scottish
Country Dancer. He enjoyed the St. Andrew’s Ball
for many years. The sympathy of his many friends in
the Society is
extended to
Mary, his son
and daughter,
and the
grandchildren
of whom he was
so proud.
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The Board
of Directors
and the
Committees

Flowers of
the Forest

The Hon. Treasurer, Ann Pennington, presented
two financial statements (St. Andrew’s Society of
Toronto and St. Andrew’s Charitable Foundation)
to the AGM for the fiscal year ended August 31,
2013.
The Society has investments with a value of
$596,724, an improvement of $21,477 in the past
year. The income from these investments permits
the Society to carry out its operations (such as
meeting costs, Newsletter, and website) and to
make significant donations to the Charitable
Foundation and other activities. As income from
these investments covers virtually all the costs
associated with membership, donations by members
go to the Charitable Foundation in their entirety
and are fully tax-deductible.

Kevin Little is a Professional Engineer, having
worked in the engineering profession in the Greater
Toronto Area for the past 31 years. He holds a
Bachelor’s degree in Engineering from that fine
Scottish-roots school – Queen’s University in
Kingston, Ontario, and an MBA from Toronto.

The Foundation has investments with an
approximate value of $521,214, an increase
of $6,214 over the previous year. Favourable
investment performance since August 31/13 results
in the value at January 31/14 being $547,000. The
income from these investments, together with
individual donations from members, memorial and
bequest donations, and revenues from the Charity
Ball and Burns Dinner, go to support charitable
works. During the year, the Foundation supported
21 organizations with grants ranging from $1,000
to $6,000 for a total of $42,000.
During the year, the Foundation established a
Capital Endowment Fund to maintain and enhance
the Foundation’s investment portfolio.
As well, both membership donations and Ball ticket
purchases may now be made online through PayPal.
Peter Brady has been involved with the St.
Andrew’s Ball for 15 years. Twelve of those years,
Peter marched with the colour guard. Peter’s father
Malcolm Sinclair is a past President of the St.
Andrews Society.

Meet the
new Board
Members

Prior to his present career, Peter was involved in
television, where he was a producer for 15 years,
producing television shows for CBC, TSN, and
Sportsnet. Peter attended four Olympic Games
while working for CBC. In 2007, Peter decided a
career change was in order, and is now a Detective
Constable with the Toronto Police Service, where
he is attached to the Special Victims Unit out of
Headquarters.

Kevin Little, Chair
of the Investment
Committee and
Peter Brady,
Chief Marshal

Kevin describes himself as a “self-taught” investor.
Fortunately, as Kevin says, “everything I’ve learned
about investing I’ve learned the hard way, so
the lessons hopefully have stuck.” Kevin looks
forward to working with the steady hands of Don
Cameron (past Director and current Trustee of the
committee), John Catto, Graham Desson, and Hon.
Treasurer Ann Pennington.
In a related matter, Kevin is married to current
Hon. Treasurer, Ann Pennington, and they live in
Queensville, Ontario with three wonderful children.

From
the Hon.
Treasurer
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VISIT SCOTLAND
“Visit Scotland” is not only good advice, but the
name of a website with lots of ideas about places to
go, things to see, and accommodation.
Even if a visit is not on the cards this year, it is
worth visiting the site as preparation for that trip
in the future.
http://www.visitscotland.com/en-ca/

OSSIAN
Ossian is the name of a purported Celtic Bard,
whose works were “discovered” by the poet James
Macpherson and published in 1760. It is widely
believed, however, that Macpherson himself wrote
the poems, but the controversy has never been
definitively settled. The poems were very influential
in the development of the Romantic Movement.
Whether forgeries or real discoveries, the poems of
Ossian are worth exploring. One critic described
them as “the most successful literary falsehood in
modern history.”

WHITE HEATHER
The poet Ossian had a beautiful daughter, Malvina,
who was as good as she was lovely. She was
betrothed to Oscar, bravest of all the warriors.
One fine autumn day, as Malvina listened to her
father’s music and thought of her beloved Oscar’s
imminent return from war, she saw a figure limping
towards them over the heather-clad moor. It was
Oscar’s faithful messenger, who, wounded and
weary, knelt before her, gave her a sprig of purple
heather, and told her that Oscar was slain in battle.
As he lay dying, Oscar had plucked the heather and
asked that it be given to Malvina as a token of his
eternal love.

but most people go to visit them, rather than to live
in them. Sharma Krauskopf, after a long career in
the United States, decided that she wanted to live
in Scotland and bought the Eshaness lighthouse
in the Shetland Islands, where she lived for a year
(2001 to 2002). She has written many books, and
following her career on the Internet is quite an
adventure. Try the following sites:
http://www.rampantscotland.com/eshaness/
eshaness_gigantic.htm
http://www.sharmakrauskopf.com/

WANDERING AROUND THE INTERNET
One of the most interesting places to start your
wandering is at the Rampant Scotland website.
Developed and maintained as a hobby by “Scottie,”
it contains more than 4,300 pages and links to over
13,000 sites. Try going to
http://www.rampantscotland.com

DANCING IN THE PARK
Scottish Country Dancing – every Tuesday in June
2014 (June 3, 10, 17, 24) at the Toronto Botanical
Gardens beside the café in Edwards Gardens.
No partner required, singles welcome, no kilt
required. Free admission. Donations accepted.
Live music. Dancing from 7:00 pm to dusk. For
more information about this and other RSCDS
activities, go to www.rscdstoronto.org

PERHAPS OUR YOUNGEST POTENTIAL
MEMBER

As she listened, tears fell from Malvina’s eyes onto
the purple heather. It immediately became white!
Thereafter, as father and daughter walked over the
moors, Malvina’s tears fell upon patches of purple
heather turning them white.
Even in the depths of her sadness wishing that
others might be happier than she, Malvina prayed
“May the White Heather, symbol of my sorrow,
bring good fortune to all who find it.”

LIGHTHOUSES
Scotland is well known for its many lighthouses,

Board Member Stewart Kirkpatrick with daughter
Juliana, born January 29, 2014, and his wife Liliana
Vertel.
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